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rent. Now, I propose to insert in one of the 
sections of this bill a limitation, and to say that 
these applications shall not be made for more than 
four years from the date of the original patent. I | 
have had conversations with several individuals, | 
and m original conviction was that two years 
would be long enough. They said to me that two 
years would not answer, and they reasoned in this 
way. They say that suits for the violation of a 
patent will be brought, and that it will take a year 
or two to bring these suits to a final decision, and 
finally it will be decided against the holder of the 

jent, upon the ground that the specifications 
ie not been sufficiently definite and comprehen- | 
sive to embrace all the invention; and then they | 
sav there should be some litle time allowed to 
amend their patent. [ am willing to extend the 
time to four yea's from the date of the original | 

tent; and I think if they cannot in four years | 
ascertain with sufficient certainty whether their | 
tent embraces the true inventions—I mean the | 
descriptions and specifications—if the court decide | 
against them, they should be estopped from ma- | 
king further amendments. 1 shall therefore pro- | 
:to make that amendment to the bill. 

In the next place, | believe that all the difficulties | 
which have heretofore arisen, have grown out of | 
the thirteenth section of the act of 1836, which | 
gives to the Commissioner of Patents the right, | 
by making renewals or reissues, as they are called, | 
to enlarge the specifications so as to embrace more 
matter than the inventor was entitled to. That is | 
the difficulty. Now, sir, I propose to get clear of | 
that difficulty by repealing the thirteenth section, 
and then leave it to the operation of this bill, 
which tne Senator from Tennessee has introduced, 
and f r which he is entitled to so much credit. It 
seems designed to cure the evils under which the 
country labora. 

My next and last amendment is to confine the 
operation of those sections of the bill which are 
objected to by the Senator from New Hampshire 
to the Cirenit Court of the District of Columbia. 
Ithink, Mr, President,that if you allow all the circuit 
courts of the-various States of the Union, at one 
and the same timé to be taking cognizance of the 
efforts made to repeal a patent, you will produce 
an anomalous state of things, and one very injuri- 
ous to the parties. In the first place, you will 
have to multiply your depositions and your proofs 
in every court in the cougtry. You cannot trans- | 
fer proof from the circuit court of Kentucky, or | 
from the district court, to the circuit or district 
court of New Hampshire. I have already re- 
marked that these trials will all be going on at the | 
same time. You may, therefore, under the pro- 
visions of this bill, have thirty distinct bills pend- | 
ing in thirty different States, all in relation to the | 
same matter, and depositions and proofs in the | 
thirty States will have to be taken at the same 
time. 

_ That would be an extreme view, I admit, but it | 
is a possible view. But this is not all. There 
would be some danger, | apprehend, of fraudulent 
proceedings in some one or more of these courts; | 
and these fraudulent proceedings, if carried out | 
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into judgments, would enable the parties to these 
frauds to inflict a deep injury upon society. To 
ilustrate, Sup 1, as assignee, have an interest | 
in @ patent which | know to be fraudulent; one, if | 
you please, which | know could not be properly sus- | 
tained by any judicial tribunal inves*igating all he 
facts. Now, with a fraudulent disposition towards | 
the community, | have nothing to do but to get | 
Upa sham suit against the patent, and thas, bY 
abandoning the suit, permit a decree to go out | 
M, or even a non-suit. Taking the record 
this proveeding, and exhibiting it A! over the | 
that the showing that the patent was false, and 
that the case was so clearly made out that the 
oe was ashamed of it, — abandoned the | 
+ Goes not everybody see how such a record, 
fraudulently made up, might operate to the advan- | 
be 





- the person who had obtained it, and enable | 


Psy money from a credulous com- 
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in my section of the country. Butif you wanta 
full and fair investigation as to the validity of a 
patent, and as to whether it is worth anything or 
not, you ought to have the investigation made at 
the point most accessible to all the information 
upon the subject, not only with regard to matters 
of fact but matters of law. And where can you 
get that done so advantageously as in the District 
of Columbia, convenient to the Patent Office, 
where you can call upon the examiners and offi- 
cers of the Patent Office to get information with 
regard to the originality of the invention? Here 
you have all the law and those best acquainted 
with the subject to carry them before the court for 
investigation. You could have opportunities in 
this District, from the advantages of its situation, 
which would enable you to secure information 
upon almost every branch of law and science better 
than anywhere else. 

Allow me to state that this is one of those sub- 


jects which I doubt whether men of my profession, 





and those who occupy seats upon the benches of 
the country, are in general best qualified to decide. 
I think they will stand in need of all the best lights 
they can obtain to enable them to investigate the 
originality of any invention which they may have 
occasion to try. That information can all be ob- 
tained at the Patent Office. Now, | perceive this 
bill, perhaps in view of the very things which I 
suggest, proposes in some parts of it that all the 
letters and correspondence which may take place, 
and all the suggestions which pass between the 
inventor and the officers of the Patent Office shal! 
be filed and kept, and that they shall be transmitted 


to any court where an investigation is made, and | 


used as evidence, just as the originals would be 
used as evidence, if they could be given. Now, 
you may send all this correspondence and all these 
papers, but unless you have competent individuals 
to explain the different parts of the machinery; 
unless you have scientific mechanics, and per- 
haps practical mechanics, to show the operation 
of every principle to the court, and then contrast 
these principles as applied to similar inventions in 
time past, it will be almost impossible for a court 


or a jury to come to a safe and satisfactory con- | 


clusion. It seems to me that if fairness on both 
sides is the object sought by this bill, of which I 
have no doubt, there shonid be a proper central 
tribunal to settle all questions of this kind, with 
the privilege of an appeal to the Supreme Court of 
the United States. 

One word more. You have already made it the 


duty of the Chief Justice of the District of Colum- | 
bia to settle these matters, when proof is presented | 


to him according to law. He is presumed to have 
all the necessary infoggation to dispose of appeals 
taken from the Commissioner of Patents. You 
have, therefore, if my amendment prevails, a tri- 
bunal which, from the laws as. they now exist, and 


|| from past practice, is better adapted to become 


acquainted with subjects of this sort, and is pre- 
sumed to be better acquainted than the district or 
circuit courts can be, scattered as they are over 
thirty States of this Union. 

1 would have preferred that ail these difficulties 
should have been considered by the committee, 
upon a recommitment of the bill tothem. I think 
the committee will be mach better able to arrange 
and dispose of them, having heard the various 
views which Senators have given, than we can do 
here in our places, by the crude amendments pro- 
the occasion. I would prefer that course now, 
but I will not make the motion. 
myself with proposing this emendment, and at a 
proper time endeavoring to procure the assent of 
the Senate to its adoption. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts. I would sug- 
est to the Senator from Tennessee that the object 


ciencies in the present law relating to patents. It 
in fact touches vital interests. Pleud this bill, 
therefore, as a measure of considerable importance, 
and one which is demanded by the exigencies of 
the country. It is in many respects quite neces- 


sary to a safe and 
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‘| ent Office Department. 


posed here, drawn up, perhaps, upon the spur of | 


I will content | 
of the bill is to correct errors and to supply defi- | 
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just administration of the Pat~ 





FOR THIS SESSION, 


seeteeee 








New Seams 





All 1 wish to say at this 
| time is, that when a bill comes, and amendment 
| after amendment, and alteration after alteration is 
| made, it becomes necessarily a piece of patch- 

work, for it is impossible for those who move to 
| insert words and sentences to give the whole the 
| order and harmony which is desirable to carry 
| into effect the purpose designed. | regard this 


| law as one of great importance, and think it ought 
| to be prepared with a great deal of care. 


As 
| there seems to be much difference of opinion as 
/ to what this bill should be, I will suggest that it 


| should be recommitted and taken into a new draft, 


|| rose simply to offer this suggestion, and I will 
| add, that after the various suggestions which have 
been made, and the amendments which have been 
proposed, I think it is but reasonable to think that 
the bill may be much improved in style, arrange- 
ment, and probably in matier. 1 shall not, hows 
| ever, make the motion without the approbation 
of the chairman. It is certainly most desirable 
that a law intended to define important interests 
should be lucid and just in all its provisions, 

Mr. TURNEY. | am by no means wedded to 
this bill, Mr. President. On the contrary, I desire 
to have it altered or remodeled by whatever im- 
provements may be deemed to be necessary. | 

| believe the principle involved in the bill is a very 
important one, affecting the interests of the coun- 
try generally, and particularly those engaged in 
manufactures and agriculture, in’which branches 
most patented implements are used. 

Now in relation to the idea suggested by my 
friend from Kentucky, (Mr. Unperwoop,] as to 
trials on scire facias in the District of Columbia, E 

| have had it under consideration, but I did not 
think favorably of it. There are many objections 
to it which present themselves to my mind. In) 
the first place we find that in the Supreme Court 
| here there is very considerable litigation going on 
in other branches of business throughout the 
United States, and if you concentrate the whole of 
the business of this kind in the Distrivt of Colum- 
bia, in addition to the business which is before that 
| court, I doubt very much whether that court could 
possibly perform its duties, even if it sat every 
| day in the, year, Sundays excepted. 1 Uo not 
| know the extent of the litigation which is in pro- 
cess throughout the Union in reference to patent 
business, nor have | the means of ascertaining to 
| what extent it would add to the labor of the courts 
of this District. Besides, | had believed that to 
concentrate all of this business withip the District 
of Columbia would create a degree of jealousy 
and complaint on the part of inventors, on the 
| part of the contestors of patents, and especially on 
| the part both of witnesses and counsel. It would 
be exceedingly inconvenient to force them to come 
here from remote paris of the Union to try their 
lawsuits, where they would have to employ coun- 
sel with whom they are not acquainted, to he 
| thrown among strangers,and altogether to be placed 
| ed in a@ situation of difficulty and embarrassment 
| which would not arise were the case to be tried in 
the several States.of the parties litigant. How~ 
| ever, if it is thougnt expedient to adopt this courae 
| Lam far from opposing it. Nay, 1 would even 
be willing to make the experiment rather than 
| that the bill should not pass at all. Yet ft feet as- 
sired that if the bill should pass with such @ pro- 
vision, at the very next session of Congress we 
should have petitions and remonstrances pouring: 
in from every quarter either to repeal the act, or 
| so to amend it as to make the law as it is now pro- 
posed. I can conceive of no reason why we 
| should confer jurisdiction here exclusively on this 
| class of cases and not on all other subjects of lit- 
igation. Why should a party come here from 
Maine to try the validity of his patent, when there 
is in that State a United States district court, as 
well qualified to adjudicate on his rights as any 
| court you could institue in the District of Co- 
|| lambia? There the parties reside. There resides 
|| the patentee himself, or his assignee, which is the 
'| same thing. There they both reside, in the sume 
'| State, and peradventure in the very neighborh.ed 
: : 
|| ofthe court. There, too, reside the witnesses who 


} 


1058 


are to give evidence, and there are the counsel 
with whom the parties are wellacquainted. There 
they are in a situation in which they can attend 


into the District of Columbia. 
are to act’ upon the ee that the circuit and 
district courts of the United States are not com- 
petent to try cases of this kind, then I say that 
the same supposition would apply to any court 
which could be erected for this purpose. in the 
District of Columbia, and if it is proper and expe- 
dient and necessary toa full and satisfactory ad- 
judieation of this class of cases to select men of 


than the ordinary lawyer, why then create a sepa- | 


| 
| 


| 


higher capacities ‘and acquirements ard learning } 


j 


rate district judicial tribunal for the express pur- | 
pose of trying cases arising out of patent rights. | 
Sir, as have already remarked, | believe it to be | 


important that something should be done on this 
subject, whereby you can test the validity of pat- 


ents without multiplying the laws relating to | 
perentes and putting both parties to so much trou- | 


Je and expense, which, in many instances, are 


ruinous to them. By the adoption of scire facias it | 


may be settled at once. 


But the Senator objects | 


to it because, forsooth, if the decision should be in | 


favor of the patentee, although it is known to all 
the world, yet another party may cause a scire 
facias to be issued for the purpose of again testing 
the validity of the patent, and that the first judg- 
ment would not be conclusive between the patentee 
and the second party. 


would not be willing to make it binding without 
an appeal. 1 would leave a question of this kind 
to be decided as all other legal questions are de- 


it is true, Mr. President, | 
that this first judgment may not be binding, and | | 


cided; but | would not make the first judgment con- | 
clusive, because by doing so you may hold out | 
inducements to a man who has aifraudulent patent | 


to go and have a lawsuit with a friendly neighbor, 


and thus perpetrate fraud upon the community. | 


But, sir, I hold that in most instances the first 
decision would be conclusive; for if there should 
be a fair trial, there are few men so reckless of their 


own interest as to institute a second suit, the costs | 
of which would inevitably fall upon their own | 


shoulders. All the evidence being produced that 
it might be possible to produce, and a fair trial 
being had, no man would be so reckless of his own 
interest as to try a quésticn o° the kind a second 


time; and the community no doubt would acqui- | 
if, however, any remedy | 


esce in the judgment. 
ern be sugzested which would prevent collusion 


between tne patentee and others, so as to give | 
to a patent which would not otherwise be 


validit 
valid, I will accept that remedy. 

Having made these few remarks in relation to 
the argument of the Senator from Keptucky—for 
I approve of all he has said with one exception— 
as | said before, I am willing to take such amend- 
ment rather than Jose the bill. I am perfectly 
willing, as suggested by the Senator from Massa- 
chusetts, to have the bill recommitted, if it be 
deemed necessary; but it seems to me that we can 
pass as well new upon this bill as at any future 
period; for 1 cannot perceive that any beneficial re- 
suit can accrue from its recommittal, unless the 
recommittal be accompanied with instructions 
expressive of the sense of the Senate as to some 
principle to be incorporated in the bill, or some 
other principle to be excluded from it. 

Mr. SEWARD. I am quite satisfied, Mr. 
President, that if this bill should be passed in its 
present shape, it would defeat the purpose of the 
committee by whom it has been reported; that it 
would subvert the patent jurisprudence of the 
country, and practically abolish the legislation 
which has been matured through a period of sixty 
years for carrying out that beneficent provision of 
the Constitution which authorizes Congress ‘to 
provide for the encouragement of the useful arts by 
securing to inventors the benefit of their discover- 
ies for a term of years.’’ Nevertheless, | do not 
think it at all singular that the provisions of the 
bill are found, as with due deference [ think they 
are, crude and unsatisfactory. This arises, there is 
no doubt, from the peculiar delicacy and the pecu- 
liar difficulty of all legislation and of all adjudica- 
tion touching this important subject. 

It has been said by very high authority, and has 
been admitted by every judge and every jurist who 
has had occasion to administer the law of patents, 
that it constituted the metaphysics of legal science. 





} 


| 


\ 


THE CONGRESSIO 


| 
| 


to a lawsuit with much less difficulty and expense | 
than if they were under the necessity of coming | 
And, again, if we | 


This difficulty arises chiefly from the circumstance 
that itis easier for even a plain and unlettered man 


preparation of matter, than it is for him, or even 
the most scientific philosopher, to describe the in- 


vention he has made with such accuracy and pre- | 


cision as to distinguish it from other things that 
were known before, and thus point out what was 
old, and not the object of protection, and that 
which is new, and therefore the object of the care 
of the Government. 

The experience in Great Britain on this subject, 


from the time when patents received the favor of 


Parliament under James I. down to 1836, was an 
experience of continual and perpetual disappoint- 
ment of the policy of the Government in fostering 
invention. ‘The greatest and most useful inven- 


tions in that country were those which were con- | 


tinually defeated by reason of the application of 


technical rules and principles in the construction | 


of patents. Arkwright’s great invention, certainly 
one of the most beneficent inventions of any age, 
was lost to him for that reason. 

The same experience was encountered in the 
United States until the same period; and I believe 
it was a very general sentiment that the system of 
patent jurisprudence had signally failed. Shortly 
before that time a decision was made by Mr. Jus- 
tice Thompson, at the circuit, which was after- 


it 

| one place, we should 
'| we all have in view. 
to invent a useful machine, or composition, or | 


| tention of the committee if the bill should 


May 24, 


ne 
eke enema 


os haps fecure the objects 
Whether this can be dong 
or not, is a question which ought to engage the a1. 
| committed, as [ trust it may be. laa 
_. With a view to justify my own vote against thi 
| bill in ite present shape, or my vote for recommi:, 
ting it for further consideration, I have drawn yy 
, an amendment, which I do not claim to be perfec 
_ or complete, but which will suggest certain eo). 
| siderations to the attention of the committee. 
| propose, then, to insert at the close of the sixth sec. 
tion these words: 


| But only one such proceeding for the repeal of letters 
|| patent shall be pending atone time; and until the letters 
|| patent shall kave been judicially repeated, they shat? be 


||. held conelusive evidence in al} eases of the question of thy. 


originality of the invention therein described.” 

|. My object is to suggest the institution of one 

| judicial proceeding or trial to determine the Validiiy 
of any one patent. ‘This will give the patente 

only one place at which to appear for the mainte. 


| nance of his rights; and the bill should be so amend. 
| ed as to summon and invite all persons opposing the 
|| patent to appear and arrest it if they can, and unui 


| It should be arrested the letiers patent should be 
|| deemed to convey and assure to the inventor just 
|| that tide which they import on their face—the 
| exclusive use of the invention. 

| Itis right that they should have this under our 


wards affirmed by the Supreme Court of the United |! present system of patent legislation, if it be hon- 
States, which permitted the amendment of letters || estly and effectually administered, because it pro- 


patent by the correction of the specification when 


same principle was adopted in England in 1836, 
and in that way it was incorporated into the legis- 
lation of both countries. ‘This is the law, as it 
now stands, for the reissue of letters patent. 
About the same period a change came over the 
disposition and temper of judicial authorities in 
England and in the United States. Instead of en- 


the: icati | hibits the gomting of any letters patent until it has 
it was insufficient upon judicial investigation. The || been ascertained b 


y the Government itself, upon 
due examination, and under the highest responsi- 


on the part of the applicant. The object should 


|| bilities, that the invention claimed is truly original 
| 


| be to make the title absolute until it is repealed, 
| and to make it absolutely void when it has been 
| repealed. I am aware, as | have already said, of 
| the difficulty which attends this subject. Iam by 


couraging technical objections to the defeat of meri- || no means willing to say that this amendment is 


toridus patents, they have, in both countries, since 
the date | have mentioned, adopted the principle 


|| practicable in all respeets, or that it would obviate 
|| the difficulties complained of; but if. it shall sug- 


of sustaining patents, as far as it could be done by || gest for consideration the points whieh | have in- 


liberal and fair iNterpretation. 
have had some little experience for some years in 
the professional duties relating to this subject; and 
that experience has leftupon my mind this general 
conviction: that a worthless patent is never inva- 
ded; that of good patents, five out of eight are ren- 
dered worthiess and unavailing by litigation; that 
there is no highly valuable patent which can re- 
ward the inventor within the term of fourteen 
years, because of the ruinous delays and expenses 
of litigation in maintaining it; and that, therefore, 
an extension of such patents becomes unavoidable 
to carry into effect the just policy of the Govern- 
ment, while such extensions always operate harshly 
and severely in continuing a monopoly which is 
felt with much reason to be oppressive upon com- 
petitors in the arts. 

Under these circumstances we have all seen— 
everybody has seen—that it would be desirable 
to modify our judicial sysjgm so that we should 
have but one proceeding whereby to test the valid- 
ity of letters patent, and thus quiet the title of the 
inventor. The scire facias has been conceived to 
be a fit proceeding for that purpose. Butits adop- 
tion in the shape presented by the present biil 
would be attended with this difficultly—that while 
the patentee stands alone, he is oppesed by combi- 
nations of all the infringers of his patent throughout 
the United States. He cannot maintain his title 
and secure just protection for his property with- 
out incurring the expense and tbe delay of litigation 
with the infringer in all the judicial districts of the 
thirty States; and the scire facias being'a remedy 
available to the same infringers, in the same courts, 
it would be resorted to by them throughout all the 
same judicial dirtricts, and thus double litigation 
already ruinous. In other words, the patentee 
prosecutes now, as plaintiff, the infringers through- 
out the United States at ruinous cost and expense. 
Pass this bill, and give the defendants severally a 
seire facias, and they would bring suits against 
him as numerous as those he is now. maintaining 
against them. The consequence would. be that 
patents which are now worthless, by reason of 


| 
litigation at the same time. 


Nevertheless, || dicated, it will effect the purpose for which it is 


j 


| submitted. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. Let the section 

| be read as proposed to be amended. 

if ' ° 

|| The section was read accordingly. 

‘| Mr..UNDERWOOD., I admit that there are 

'| very great difficulties in the proper disposition of 

|| the subject, and I have no doubt that the chairman 

|| of the Committee on Patents ha’ devoted himself 
| with great earnestness and anxiety to meet all the 
| different conflicting views, and to produce what is 

| best and most proper for the interests of the coun- 
} try, and I do most cordially wish that what | be- 
|| lieve to be his laudable, efforts may be crowned 

|| with success. But, sir, one word as to the diffi- 
| culties. The gentleman from New York proposes 
| that there should be but one suit at the same time. 
| There seems to me, sir, to be something insupera- 

| 





ble in that very first step. How can he prevent 
men from suing that are disposed to sue? Why, 
sir, the writ is u matter of right; any man can take 
it out who pleases, if he gives security in certain 
cases for the costs, and we cannot prevent his 
suing. [donot see how you can take the first 
step under that amendment. Suppose that you 
commence proceedings simultaneously in Louisi- 
ana and in Maine, which suit shail have the pre- 
cedence? : 

|| But, again, a great. difficulty arises from our 
|| wide-spread country. We now occupy fromocean 
|| to ocean. The matter was bad enough before, and 
|| itis worse now. Well, here isa proceeding com- 
| menced in Louisiana and another in Maine. The 
individuals who commenced these suiis have no 
notice of each other’s purpose, and there is no 
mode of giving each other notice. Every one sees 





| 
i 
| the difficulty there. But there are other difficulties. 
| 


Say that | purchase a patent right in Warren 


| are a hundred other counties in the State of Ken- 


} county, Kentucky, and limited to that county; there 


| tucky, and there may be a hundred other purchas- 


ers. According to this bill, each of these bundred 
persons in the same State may be going on with his 
Here is another difii- 


excessive hazards and losses of litigation, would || culty. J-purchase a patent right and give a large 


be rendered tenfold more worthless by the increase || sum, buying upon credit. 


of that litigation. And if we can so modify the 
system that the litigation should be arrested and 
confined to a single issue, in which all parties 
might participate, and which should be con to 


hose persons who 
| come into my part of the country to sell patent 
rights sell for cash; and if they cannot obtain 
cash they will sell 
they cannot get property they will sell on credit, 





for property in hand; and if 
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and give almost any 
Now, | know that a great many persons become 
nurchasers in this way; and before the -day 
comes many of them find that they have made bad 
bargains, and then they resort to means to injure 
the patentee, and to place obstructions in the way” 
of his recovering what they have promised to pay; 
and one step in their progress to avoid pay- 
ment may be to institute proceedings so as to have 
the patent declared void. Here, therf, are difficul- 
ties growing out of that part of the subject. 

Among these multifarious difficulties, [ am not 
surprised that the chairman of the committee, af- 
ter the great labor which the committee has be- 
stowed upon this bill, feels somewhat perplexed in 
the various amendments, and has expressed the 
disposition he has expressed to take anything 





reasonable for the purpose of securing the bene- 
fcial provisions of this bill. I am not surprised 
at that; but the question is, what are we to do, 
gurrounded as we are by these difficulties ? 

Now it seems to me that some mode of trying 
the validity of patents, by a scire facias or other- 
wise, is very desirable and almost indispensable to 
meet the difficulties which in my section of the 
county are of constant occurrence. ButT am not 
prepared to say that the gentleman from New 
Hampshire has not solid and well-founded objec- 
tions to this bill, which is made to cover all the 
States in the Union, with perhaps a hundred coun- 
ties in each State; and, allowing in each county 
one purchaser who may commence these proceed- 
ings, my friend from New York [Mr. Sewarp] 
may well suppose that any party must have a 
great purse to meet a hundred litigants in each 
State, and after that, find any value growing out 
of any patent he might have when thus contested. 
He would have to meet them in every way. But 
here, sir, this bill proposes that any person, in any 
of these hundred counties, may commence litigation 

roand con.; and thus, if the inventor lives in New 

Hampabire, he must meet all these hundred differ- 
ent parties in the State of Kentucky, otherwise his 
patent is declared void inall the States of the Union, 
subject of course to an appeal to the Supreme 
Court. I can readily imagine that our Yankee 
brethren, who are the greatest inventors in the 
land, may take alarm at this, and not without great 
cause. 1 cannot but think that it would be exact- 
ing too much to subject them to these great 
evils; and the remedy which | suggested was to 
confine them to one tribunal. After all the sugges- 
tions that have been made from different quarters, 
I hope that my friend from Tennessee will consent 
to the recommittal of the: bill, although I will not 
move it. I hope he will agree to this, and that the 
different avant of the committee who have 
studied this matter during the session will revise it 
very carefully. They tiave heard our objections, 
they see the difficulties which exist, and they must 
feel persuaded that not one of us wishes to defeat 
the bill, but that we are all anxious to carry it 
through, if it can only be putin such a shape as to 
obviate the main difficulty suggested. If my friend 
from Tennessee will not object, | wil move its re- 
commitment, with the various amendments which 
have been proposed. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. 
single word —— 

Mr. CLAY. Will the Senator from Missis- 
sippi allow me to suggest that the consideration of 
the special order was postponed until two o'clock, 
for the convenience of the ideabe from Louisiana, 
[Mr. Souze,} and that that hour has now arrived ? 

Mr. DAVIS I do not intend to make a speech. 
I merely wish to say that, with the consent of the 
Senator from Tennessee, [ will move the recom- 
mittal of the bill. In connection with that, I will 
take this Opportunity of observing that the sixth 
and seventh sections contained, in my mind, the 
whole merit of the bill. ‘The great difficulty in 
the existing patent law is, that there is no ands of 
the directing an appeai. Some one must first in- 
fringe a patent, must first commit a violation of 
the law, or trespass upon the patent, before suit 
can be brought to try its validity. There should 

some mode prescribed by which suit can be 
rought, so as to obtain the repeal of a patent, 
and with that provision the question should be 
made to test the validity of a patent, so that in 
suits for infringement the question of the validity 
of the patent should not be tried. It would be 
Well if, in accordance with the suggestion of the 

ator from Kentucky, we could organize a court 


I will only say a 





length of time to pay in. | 
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| certainly most true that an ordinary court and jury 





will have little ability to examine those high ques: 
tions of science which are often involved in cases | 
of this kind. Here everything is at hand by | 
which the whole question may be investi red, | 
and the patent be made complete. Instead of rest- | 
ing upon ignorant inventors to draw their own | 
plans, I would appoint two or more officers, in | 
connection with the Patent Office, whose duty it | 
should be to draw such ‘plans and correct all spe- | 
cifications, and thus we would get rid of that string | 
of ** agents” who hang about the office, and who | 
fasten themselves like so many leeches on the in- 


here to try the validity of patents, because it is 


Mr TURNEY, (in his seat.) I am perfectly | 
willing that the bill should be recommitted. 

Mr. DAVIS. I am very glad to hear it. I have | 
nothing more to say. : 

The question was then taken on the motion to | 
recommit, and it was agreed to. . 

THE COMPROMISE BILL. 

The Senate proceeded to the consideration of the | 
special order, being the bill to admit California as | 
a State into the Union, to establish territorial gov- | 
ernments for Utah and New Mexico, and making | 
proposals to Texas for the establishment of her 
western and northern boundaries. 

Mr. SOULE replied to the speech of Mr. | 
Downs, which was delivered on Wednesday. His | 
speech occupied upwards of an hour in the delivery. | 
A report will be given in the Appendix. 

Explanations were afterward made by Mr. 
FOOTE, Mr. DOWNS, Mr. DAVIS of Missis- || 
sippi, Mr. CLAY, and others, and then the further 
consideration of the subject was postponed to Mon- | 
day next. 

A motion to adjourn over to Monday was nega- 
tived. 

And then the Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Fripay, May 24, 1850. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
OREGON. 

Mr. PUTNAM asked the unanimous consent of 
the House to introduce a bill from the Committee 
or Roads and Canals. 

Mr. BURT insisted, he said, on the regular or- | 
der of business. 

Mr. PUTNAM said that the bill which he de- | 
sired to report related to the Territory of Oregon. | 
It would be recollected by che House that certain | 
days of the ensuing week had been set apart for | 
the consideration of bills relating to the territories. | 
He hoped, therefore, that the objection to the pre- 
sentation of the report would not be persisted in. | 

Mr. BURT. Does the gentleman from New | 
York (Mr. Putnam) ask simply that the bill may | 
be reported and referred ? 

Mr. PUTNAM. Just so. * 

Mr. BURT said, he would then for that purpose | 
withdraw his objectign. But hegave notice in ad- | 
vance, that after this report had been presented, he 
should object to everything that was out of the | 
regular order of business. It was painful to him | 
to be compelled to object to the introduction of 
propositions, one after another, in this way. 

So the objection was withdrawn. 

Mr. PUTNAM thereupon, from the Committee 
on Roads and Canals, reported a bill to provide for 
the construction of certain roads and bridges in the 
Territory of Oregon. 

The bill was read twice by ite title. 

And, on motion of Mr. PUTNAM, it was re- | 
ferred to the Committee of the W hole on the state 
of the Union, and ordered tobe printed, 

THE PRIVATE CALENDAR. 

Mr. THOMAS moved that the House resolve 

itself into Committee of the Whole, for the pur- 





| 
| 
| 
| 


the private calendar. 


tee of the Whole on the state of the Union ? 
The SPEAKER. The motion is to go into 
Committee of the Whole. 


The question was then taken, and the vote 
stood—ayes 44, noes 60. 


inn 












pose of proceeding to the consideration of bills on | 


Tellers were ordered, (and Messrs. Watpo, of | 
Connecticut, and Evans, of Ohio, were appointed.) | 
Mr. BURT, (to the Speaker.) Is the motion of | 
the gentleman from Tennessee, [Mr. Tuomas,] to | 
go into Committee of the Whole, or into Commit- | 


Mr. BURT. Then I hope it will not prevail. | 
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No quorum voting, 
Mr. GRINNELL asked the yeas and nays. 


Mr. WOOD calied for tellers on the yeas and 
nays; which were refused. 


The yeas and nays were then ordered, and being 
taken, resulted—yeas 66, nays 78; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Albertson, Alexander, Allen, Anderson, 
Averett, A. G. Brown, C. Butier, T. 8. Butier, J. Cable, J. 
P. Caldwell, Calvin, Campbell, Clarke, Clingman, W. R. Wy. 
Cebb, Conger, Conrad, Corwin, Crowell, Deberry, Dickey, 
Disney, Dixon, Doty, Fitch, Freedivy, Giddings, Gort, Gould, 
Green, Hall, Hamilton, Isham G. Harris, Haymond, He bard, 
Henry, Howe, Hunter, Andrew Johnson, Jones, La Bare, 
Leffler, Lith field, McLanahan, Meacham, Miller, Morton, 
Olds, Potter, Putnam, Risley, Robbins, Robinson. Sackett, 
Schenck, Schooleraft, Sprague, Thaddeus Stevens, Stetson, 
Sweetser, Taylor, Thomas, Walden, Waldo, Wallace, and 
White—65. 

NAYS—Messers. Ashe, Ashmun, Bennett, Bingham, Bis- 
sell, Bocock, Booth, Bowdon, Bowie, Briggs, Burrows, 
Burt, E. C. Cabell, G. A. Caldwell, Cartter, Chandler, Cole, 
Durkee, Alexander Evans, N. Evans, Featherston, Gorman, 
Halloway, Haralson, TV’. L. Hanis, Hay, Hibbard, Hoagland, 
Holladay, Houston, Howard, Hubbard, Inge, Joseph W. 
Jackson, R. W. Johnson, Julian, Kaufman, George G. King, 
J. A. King, Preston King, Horace Maan, Marshall, Mason, 
McClernand, McDonald, MeKissock, McQueen, Meade, 
Millson, Morris, Orr, Ous, Outlaw, Owen, Parker, Peasice, 
Phelps, Piunan, Powell, Reed, Reynolds, Richardson, Saw- 
telle, Silvester, Spaulding, Richard H. Stanton, Strong, 
William Thompson, Underhill, Vinton, Watkins, Weliborn, 
Wentworth, Williams, Wilson, Winthrop, and Wood—78. 

So the House refused to go into Commitice of 


the Whole on the private calendar. 


THE ARMY. 

The SPEAKER. There being no private bills 
on the Speaker’s table, the first business in order 
is the bill reported from the Committee on Military 
Affairs, yesterday, by the gentleman fren South 
Carolina, (Mr. Burr.] 

The House thereupon resumed the considera- 
tion of the bill from the Senate, pending at the 
time of adjournment yesterday, entitled ** An act 
to increase the rank and file of the army, and to 
encourage enlistments,’? with the amendment 
thereto reported from the Committee on Military 
Affairs. 

The SPEAKER stated the pending question to 
be on the motion, heretofore submitted by the gen- 
tleman from Tennessee, [Mr. Jones,} that the bill 
and amendment be referred to the Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union, and be 
printed. 

Mr CARTTER (a member of the Committee 


|| on Military Affairs) said, he was in favor of the 


bill; and he proposed briefly to give his reasons for 
‘t. While this bill was undergoing investigation 
in the committee, hé had watched its progress with 
a good deal of jealousy, with the view of ascer- 
taining whether it would encumber the Govern- 
ment with increased expenditures, or whether it 
would accumulate in the service a useless force. 
He had given to the subject all the investigation of 
which he was capable; and notwithstanding all the 
prejudices with which he had commenced that in- 
vestigation, he was compelled to concur with the 
majority of the committee and to support ita recom- 
mendations. In fact, he did not think that they 
could avoid the raising this force upow any other 
alternative than exposing the western fronuer mer- 
cilessly to the inroads of an unrestrained savage 
foe. There was no otheralternative. The nation 
was obliged to come up to the point of placing on 
our western frontier an appropriate and efficier.? 
force to protect our citizens there, or of abandon- 
ing that frontier to the depredations at wiil of the 
savage. It appeared to be conceded by all the 
gentlemen who opposed the bill, that the condition 
of the western frontier was such as to require mill- 
tary protection. But, from considerations of 
economy, (and he knew how to sympathize with 
gentlemen in that particular,) it was said that we 
already had a force adequate to that purpose. He 
believed that in the present condition of the coun- 
7 state of perfect peace, with the exception 
of this species of warfare—we had numericaily a 
sufficient military force to protect the country. 
He had no doubt of it. But if we had twice the 
number of the description of our present force, this 
particular exposure would be as unprotected as it 
was now. It was notthe purpose of this bill, as 
was indicated in the remarks of several gentlemen 
who opposed it, to augment the standing army in 
time of peace; it was not supported by members 
who would favor such a policy; but the object was 
to raise an appropriate force for this particular ser- 
vice. The gentleman from Tennessee, {Mr. 
Jongs,] whose opinions in reference to economy 
| in the expenditures of the Government he (Mr, 
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C.) respected as highly as the opinions of any 

entleman on this floor, had yesterday asked, 
Why do you ask for this increase? You have 
already on the western border one thousand five 
hundred men. 't wastrue, he (Mr. C.) admitted, 
that there were in that region, perhaps, something 
like that number of men, but they were us ineffi- 
cient as one hundred men would be, for the reason 
that they could not bring their physical power to 
bear upon an enemy of the description of that 
which made its ineursions upon the western fron- 
tier; and it was perfectly idle to refer to the numeri- 
cal strength of the regular army as at pre-ent con- 
stituted, as an argument for not giving the western 
fronuer this protection. It had already been ex- 

lained, and it was unnecessary for him at any 
ength to repeat the facts, that the enemy made its 
inroads upon horseback. It was a purely guerrilla 
warfare; they made no attacks in condensed bodies. 
If they could be met in the field in a fair fight, no 
doubs but a single company would be able to repel 
their invasions. But they came down upon the 
seitiers and emigrants without warning, struck 
their blows, murdered and plundered, and retreated 
without any not.ce; retreated to positions inacces- 
sible to foot soldiers, and with a rapidity which 
placed them entirely beyond the reach of our in- 
fantry pursuing. 


Now, that being the condition of things, he held 
that it was the obligation of the representatives of | 


the people to provide for taking care of the western 
frontier, the only exposed portion of the country 
at this ime, atany cost. It was not a question of 
economy; it was a question of the protection or 
abandonment of our citizens in that quarter. He 
held that it was the duty of the nation to protect 
that exposed portion of its dominions. 

But sf gentlemen were seeking economy—and in 
all plans of true economy, he would concur with 
those who went the furthest—there was no diffi- 
culty in compensating for all the increase of ex- 
penditure involved in the raising of this force. Let 
them pass their measures of retrenchment and re- 
form where retrenchment and reform were needed, 
and he would unite with gentlemen in their sup- 
port. He saw no need of a military force at the 
city of New York, at Detroit, or at any of these 
old and secure points, except such small force as 
was necessary to maintain the public works. But 
what kind of an argument was that against giving 
a force to the frontier of that peculiar character 
which it required? A different description of force 
was necessary for this purpose. They might trans- 
fer every man in the army as a foot soldier to the 
western frontier, and, for the mere want of motive 
power, the force would be inefficient. Tne whole 
army would not be sufficient to barricade the entire 
frontier ina standing position; and the whole, de- 
pes of the power of equestrian motion, would 

e equally inefficient as three companies, and 
would leave the frontier entirely unprotected. The 
question, and the gole question involved in this bill 
was, shall we protect, or sha'l we abandon, the 
frontier? Why, what was the conduion of that 
country? The plains west of our seuled frontier 
were now peapled with moving masses of the citi- 
zens of the United States emigrating to California 
and to Oregon; and should our citizens, impelled in 
that direction by enterprise and by choice, be aban- 
doned to the depredations of the savage Indians, 
without their. being taught that there was, within 
the reach and for the relief of these emigrants, a 
force that could chastise them for the murderous 
warfare they were constantly carrying om against 
our peaceful citizens? 

Now, to his mind, there was no need for further 
reflection upon this subject; to his mind, they 
ought, without any hesitation, to pass this bill, and 
to pase ittoday. The Committee on Military Af- 
fairs had been loaded with communseations from 
that very quarter of the country which was now 
suffering so greatly for want of defence, descrip- 
tive of the murders, outrages, and barbarivies 
which were constantly committed by the Indians, 
and of the total inefficiency for their protection of 
the military force at present stationed there. 

But. it was unnecessary further to remark upon 
this subject. He wished tosay to gentlemen who 
were making opposition to the bill on the ground 
of economy, and especially to the chairman of the 
commitiee of Ways and Means, [Mr. Bayzy,] that 
he hoped they would remember the text of econo- 
my upon which the chairman was now preaching, 
when they approached the appropriations for the 
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Navy, and for the fortifications of the East. He 
trusted the gentleman would then recollect the ne- 
cessity for economy, which he now so deeply felt 
as to lead him to oppose this bill. There would 
bea wide field for the display of economy. We 
had accumulated on the Navy an idle, rust-eaten 
set—he would not say of vagrants, (for that might 
be considered discourteous,) he would not say of 
loafers, for—— 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, interposed, 
and (Mr.C. yielding the floor for explanation,) said 
he believed. that the gentleman from Ohio belonged 
to the Military Committee. He believed that 
there was a general agreement on all sides of the 
House that something should be done for the pro- 
tection of our frontier. Now he wished to know 
from the genueman, whethér that committee had 
ascertained what force was necessary; how many 
to be mounted; how many to be infantry; or 
whether it was regarded useless to have any infant- 
ry, and they must all be mounted? and if so, how 
large a mounted force was necessary? or whether 
it must be unlimited ? 

Mr. CARTTER said he would reply to the in- 
terrogatory of the gentleman as well as he could. 
The Committee on Military Affairs had reported 
the foree which they thought necessary. They 
had reported it upon communication with the 
War Department and with that quarter of the Re- 
public which was in danger. He could say to 
the gentleman, furthermore, that they supposed 
there was in these executive departments—despite 
all the evidence to the contrary—some discretion 
in the way of economy, and that the Executive 
would not, under this bill, raise an unnecessary, 
profligate force. The bill proposed a maximum, 
a limit, and within that limit it confided the mat- 
ter to the discretion of the War Department of the 
Government; and if they could not repose the dis- 
cretion there, under the limitations of this act, he 
would like to be informed where it should be re- 
posed. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, interposing, 
said that was the very point to which he wished 
to call the gentleman’s attention. The b Il, as it 
stood, did not limit the number of mounted men; 
it merely limited the number of regiments and the 
number of men in each regiment; but it left the 
number of mounted inen entirely unlimited. 

Mr. CARTTER replied, that the bill fixed a 
maximum—a limitation—and within that limita- 
tion it was left to the discretion of the War Depart- 
ment to mount the force necessary for this service. 
The bill, in its main provisions, he conceived to 
be adapted to the necessities of the case. It pro- 
posed not only to mount such a number of men as 
were necessary for the protection of our western 
frontier, but to take them from that description of 
service; not to take men who had been turned out 
of offices in civil life for their worthlessness and 
unfitness for business; but to take up your frontier- 
men—the only men qualified to perform the duty. 
All the bill proposed to do, was, to fill up the com- 
panies. - 

He repeated, that if the spirit of economy which 
breathed in the opposition to this bill, would find 
vent, and operate with half its energy, in laying 
hands on the idlers and vicions on the naval lists, 
it would find ample scope for its exercise, and 
would improve the morals and the strength of the 
Government. But, the fact that we had idle offi- 
cers and men in the standing army, in the eastern 
part of this Republic, and on the lists of the navy, 
constituted no argument, in his humble opinion, 
for abandoning the fronuer of the West to a sav- 
age foe. He hoped that the bill woald pass—the 
first dictates of national justice demanded it.” 

Mr. HARALSON said (Mr. Canrrer yielding 
the floor for that purpose) that he had heard but 
little objection to the passage of the bill, under 
certain yestrictions and limits, which, if no one 
else did, he should propose to the bill, if an oppor- 
tunity was afforded. No one was more anxions 
than himself to afford suitable, proper, and effi- 
cient defence to our frontier; and if he could be 
allowed to give the only kind of force, acknowl- 
edged on all hands to be efficient, without the un- 
limited authority given to the President to increase 
the whole army to the extent allowed in the bill, 
and without the unlimited and uncertain bounties 
which it offered, he would do so, with pleasure. He 
was willing to allow a certain and fixed bounty, 
such as would insure enlistments; but was unwilling 
that they should be ascertained and settled upon the 
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uncertain rule provided in the bill. Increase th, 
to one-third its present extent, if the same 
be wean and mount whatever force 
necessary; but give it some bimit, and ther 
he but little, if any, opposition to it. Refer it to 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of th 
Union, where we can have an Opportunity of 
amending it in the particulars named. Go into 
committee at once—he was willing to do 80—and 
act upon it. It is not for delay, bat to amend the 
bill, and place it in ashape in which he coujj 
freely vote for it, that he desired it should take 
that direction. 

Mr. CARTTER said the Committee on Mili. 
tary Affairs had had this subject under anxious 
detailed investigation, considering amendment af. 
ter amendment, and had given to ir all the delib- 
eration of which they were capable, The resy}; 
of that deliberation was, that, in his opinion, the 
bill would not be improved by amendment; and if 
it did not pass in its present form, the result would 
be, that those who on the western frontier were 
looking for relief, would be delayed, perhaps alto. 
gether disappoimted. 

Mr. COBB, of Alabama, (the floor being yield. 
ed,) said, by the permission of the gentleman from 
Ohio, he wished to say a word or two. He had 
been reported in the Globe yesterday as saying 
that there were a thousand men im our army now 
unemployed. He had spoken figuratively. The 
gentleman from South Carohna [Mr. Burr} had 
asked, with much emphasis, if he (Mr. C.) made 
that declaration, and had challenged him (Mr. C.) 
to show that there were five men unemployed in 
the service. He now repeated the declaration 
that there were a large number—it was not per- 
haps saying too much—that there were one thou- 
sand men in the army unemployed; and he would 
now read from the report of the Adjutant Gen- 
eral, for the satisfaction of the gentleman from 
South Carolina and the House, to sustain the 
declaration which he made. 

Mr. BURT, (in his seat.) Very well; read on. 

Mr. COBB. I will read how many men there 
are at the different posts, and where they are /o- 
cated, and then | will refer to the House and the 
country to say whether they are necessary. 

The whole number of officers and men now in 
the service, according to the report of the Adju- 
tant General, (said Mr. C.,) was ten thousand 
five hundred and eighty-five; in addition to which 
there were eight assistant adjutants general, and 
sixteen assistant quartermasters, besides others. 

There were on duty at Troy, N. Y., Detroit, 
Mich., and Fort Monroe, Va., eighteen hundred 
and ninety-seven men. 

3 Mr. CARTTER here resigned his right to the 
oor. 

Mr. COBB (continuing) appealed to the gentle- 
man from South Carolina, to the House, and tothe 
country, whether one thousand eight hundred and 
ninety-seven men were or could be necessary ina 
time of peace at these three places. The gentleman 
from South Carolina had, notwithstanding, chal- 
lenged tum (Mr. C.) to show that there were five 
men not actully employed, and well employed. 

Mr. MASON obtained the floor, and said he 
was xbout to move the previous question. 

Mr. BURT appealed to the gentleman to yield 
the floor to allow him to say a word. 

Mr. MASON yielded. 

Mr.BURT had buta word to say, that was to as- 
sure the House that the gentleman from Alabama 
(and he thought that gentleman was a fair example 
of those who opposed the bill) had, in his (Mr. 
B.’s) opinion, satisfied the House conclusively, that 
he was moat profoundly ignorant of the whole 
subject. (Laughter.) That gentleman alluded to 
ordnance men. 

Mr. COBB, (interposing and addressing Mr. 
Mason.) Will the gentleman yield me, the floor 
also when the gentleman from South Carolina gels 
through, in order to reply to him ? ° 

Mr. BURT, (understanding the request to be 
addressed to him.) 1 will yield with « great deal 
of pleasure, if it is in my power to do so, myself 
holding the floor by the courtesy of the gentleman 
from Kentucky, [Mr. Mason.] 

Mr. COBB, (holding the floor and proceeding.) 
I must confess that | have yet received but very 
little light, and the House has received but litle 
light, from the gentleman from South Carolina, 
who. yesterday challenged me to say that there 
were not five men unemployed in the army, and 
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to-day, charges me with being profoundly 


ial of the subject. 1! yesterday made the 
aesertion that there were a large number of men | 


unemployed. 1 was contradicted by the honorable | 
chairman of the Military Committee, {Mr. Burr,} |) 
upon the floor and in private conversation, {have 
euch unbounded confidence in his opinions and 
statements generally, that 1 was almost inclined to 
yield my own; but upon reference to the report of 
the Adjutant General, Iam fully confirmed. That 
report says there are now ten thousand ei cht han- 
dred men in the army—a few being excused from 
gervice, out On parole, &c. Now, if fam igno- 
rant, | trust the honorable chairman of the com- 
mittee will enlighten me, and the House, and the 
country, by stating how many men there are in 
actual service, where they are, and whether they 
are actually necessary. 

Mr. BURT said he was altogether disposed to 
to make a truce with the gentleman from Alabama; 
but he must decline the task the gentleman asked 
him to assame—to enlighten the gentleman; be- | 
cause he (Mr. B.) could oniy give information— || 
itwas the only thing he desired to do. It was 
that these companies or skeletons of companies at 
different posts, which were noticed by the Adju- | 
tant General, were there to take care of the public | 
property. He did suppose that everybody knew 
that it was necessary that troops should be con- | 
tinued at the workshops, in the Ordnance Depart- 


| 
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ment and all other departments of construction, 
atthe armories of the United States, &-., and he 
undertook to say, as he had said yesterday, that | 
ifany gentleman would, on his own responsibility, | 
rise and say that there was any number of the pri- | 


vates in the army of the United States, who were || 


| the protection of the frontier. 


not, at this moment. usefully—ay, judiciously 
employed, he spoke of that which he did not 
know. 

Mr. COBB. 
(A laugh.) 





I have insinwated it very strongly. 
I would like the gentleman now to 





Mr. BURT. I say that the ordnance men— 
does the gentleman know what ordnance men are? 
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| Kentucky [Mr. Mason] will call the previous ques- 


| this House, by whom it has been deliberately con- 
correct me if f am wrong, | 





Mr. COBB. The chairman can enlighten me 
if | do not. 


Mr. BURT. If the gentleman.dves know what | 
ordnance men are, and what are their duties, he | 


will rise and say so. 


Mr. COBB. 





I had rather get it from the chair- | 
man’s lips, and then we shall have it by authority. | 
Mr. BURT, (continuing.) The House cannot 
fail to see the character of such remarks as the 
gentleman from Alabama is inflicting upon the 

House. 

I say again, in justice to the Secretary of War, 
noman has been at the head of that department 
whe has made a more judicious disposal of the 
troops at the various points than he has. I defy 
contradiction from any quarter. I am no political 
friend of the Secretary; but I cannot keep silence 
when such imputations are made. I cannot with- 
hold my testimony in favor of a public officer who 
does his duty, though | have no political sympa- 
thies with him. 

Mr. COBB interposed. 

The SPEAKER, (to Mr. Burr.) Does the 

| 
} 


gentleman yield the floor to the gentleman from 
Alabama? 


Mr. BURT. 
oor, 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from South 
arolina having yielded, the gentleman from Ken- 
lucky, [Mr. Mason,] who was previously recog- | 
hized, is entitled to the floor. 

Mr. COBB appealed to the gentleman from Ken- | 
lucky to allow him to say a word. 

Mr. MASON yielded. 
_ Mr. COBB. e gentleman from South Caro- 
lina or no other gentleman shall place me, by the 
use of language which he sees fit to employ, in a 
position before the country in which I do not 
choose to stand. { have not uttered a solitary 
Sentence against the officers of the War Depart- | 
ment—f have not even thought a disrespectful 
thought of them. I was speaking from the re- 
cords of the country. Will the gentleman tell 
me that there are nine hundred men at St. Louis 
Pray employed ? or that at Troy, Detroit, and 
Fort unroe, there are one thousand eight hun- 
dred and ninety-seven men actively, and as the 
gentleman says, usefully employed? 1 do not 


I will give the gentleman the 


intend to make any o ition to sending troo 
to the western pss Praga as are : for 


necessary for 





| 


|| order? 


Nw. J. Brown, 








the protection of our citizens there; but I am op- 

sed to increasing the number of men who are 
idle and unemployed, and I do not intend to he 
misrepresented by the gentleman from South 
Carolina or any other man, either here or else- 
where. 

Mr. JONES desired the gentleman from Ken- || 
tucky [Mr. Mason] to yield the floor, to allow || 
him (Mr. J.) to say a very few words. 

Mr. McCLERNAND objected to the floor being 
yielded up to one gentleman after another, for this | 
irregular discussion. If it was the intention of the || 
House that the debate should proceed, he (Mr. || 
McC.) desired that all sides should be heard. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ken- 
tucky [Mr. Mason] can only yield the floor for || 
purposes of explanation. If the matter goes be- i 
yond that, it must be done by the acquiescence of» 
the House. 
Mr. INGE. 


} 


i 

} 
; 

' 


I hope that the gentleman from I 


tion. ] 
Mr. CALDWELL, of Kentucky, requested the || 


gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. Mason] to yield | 
| the floor, for the purpoge of enabling him (Mr.C.) || 


to make a brief explanation. | 

Mr. MASON, hesitatine— \| 

TheSPEAKER said: The gentleman from Ken- || 
tucky [Mr. Mason] will proceed with his remarks. || 

Mr. MASON. ell, sir, | did feel disposed to || 
submit a few remarks to the House upon the bill || 
now under consideration. I am satisfied, however, || 
that the House fully understands the subject. The i 
House certainly ought to show regard, if it will | 
show regard to anything, to the recommendation | 
of the President of the United States in relation to | 
The House ought 
to pay some respect to the opinion of the Senate, | 
by which body this bill has been already passed, || 


and also for the opinion of one of the committees of || 


| 
| 
sidered. The House has heard the matter thor- || 
oughly debated, and I do not suppose that any re- | 


| marks which I can make will throw any additional || 


light upon it. I have no doubt that those gentle- || 
men who are so anxious to make explanations are || 
just as well understood now as there is any neces- || 
sity of their being understood, so far as any addi- || 
tional light which may be imparted to the House 
ia concerned. [| therefore cail for the previous || 
question; and I hope the House will sustain the || 
motion, in order to afford an opportunity of going || 
into Committee of the Whole to consider bills upon | 
the private calendar. 
Mr. BURT called for tellers on the demand for | 
the previous question. 
Tellers were ordered, and Messrs. Porter, of ; 
Ohio, and Tuck, of New Hampshire, were ap- 
inted. 
Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi. Before the | 
uestion is taken, I desire to be informed by the || 
Chair whether, if the previous question should be | 
sustained, any of thg motions which have been | 
submitted will be in Order? | 
The SPEAKER. The Chair will state the ef- || 
fectyof the motion: The first question, if the pre- 
vious question is sustained, will be on the motion 
to refer to the Committee of the Whole on the || 


i 





state of the Union; that failing, the question will 
recur on the amendment reported from the Com- , 
mittee on Military Affairs, and then on the third 


reading of the bill. 
Mr. THOMPSON. Then none of those mo- | 


tions of which notice has been given will be in | 


1} 





The SPEAKER. They will not. 


amendment which he wished to offer. 
Objection was made. 
The main 
Mr. JON 
main question, which were ordered; and, being | 


uestion was thet) ordered. 


| 
taken, were—yeas 54, nays 110; as follows: i} 
|| The SPEAKER. The motion to go intoCom- 


Y EAS— Messrs. Albertson, Allen, Averett, Bowdon, Boyd, 
Buel, J. Cable, W. R. W. Cobb, Conger, | 
Conrad, Crowell, Dickey, Disney, Doty, Dunham, Durkee, | 
Faller, — Green, Hall, Haralson, Harlan, Isham G. | 
farns, T. L. Hartis, A. Johnson, Jones, Julian, Preston | 
King, La Sére, Littiefield, H. Mann, McMullen, Meade | 
Miller, Millson, Morris, Olds, Orr, Parker, Robbins, Sack- | 
ett, Sawtelle, Sprague, R. H, Stanton, Sweetser, , 
Jacob Thom ‘Tuck, Venable, Wallace, Wellborn, 
Wentworth, 


OBE. 





|| Leftler 


The question was then taken; aad, by ayes 90, | 
noes 35, the demand for the previous question || 
was seconded. if 


Mr. HARALSON desired to have read an | 


asked the yeas and nays on the | 


106 


NAYS—Mesers. Alexander, Anderson, A-hmun, Baker, 
Bay, Bennett, Bissell, Booth, Bowlin, Briggs, Brooks, Kur- 
rows, Rurt, C. Butler, B.C Cabell G. A. Catdwell, J.P. 
Cal well, Calvin, Campbell, Cartier, Casey, Chander, 
Clarke, Coleeck, Cole, Corwin, Deberry, Dixon, A. Evana, 
N. Evans, Featherston, Fitch, Fowler, Preedley, Gentry, Gil- 
more, Goodenow, Gormnn, Gott, Gould. Grinnell, Hailoway, 
Hampton, Hay, Havmond, Hebard, Henry, Aibbard, Hil- 
liard, Hoagland, Holladay, Hoimes, Honston, Howard, 
Hiowe, Hubbard, Inge, J. W. lackson, W. T. Jackson, 
J. L. Johnson, R. W. Johnson, Kaufman, Kerr, J. A. King, 

Marshall, Mason, MeCternand, McGaughey, Me- 
Kissock, ‘cWillie, Meacham, Morehead, Morton, Ogte, 
Otis, Owen, Peastee, Pheips, Pitman, Potter, Putnam, 





| Reed, Revnolds, Risley, Robinson, Savage, Schoolerafe, 


Seddon, Silvester,“Spaulding, Stanly, A. H. Stephens, T. 
St vens, Stetson, Strong, Taylor, W. Thompson, Thurman, 
Toombs, Underhill, Vinton, Walden, Waldo, Watkins, 
White, Williams, Wilson, Winthrop, and Wood—1 10. 


So the House decided that the bill should not be 
referred to the Committee of the Whole on the 


| State of the Union. 


The question then recurred on agreeing to the 


amendment reported by the Committee on Military 
Affairs. . 

Mr. MEADE inquired if it wae in order to move 
to recommit the bill to the Committee on Military 
Affairs, with instructions? 

The SPEAKER said, it was not in order. ’ 

Mr. HARALSON inquired if it was in order 
now to move an amendment? 

The SPEAKER replied in the negative. 

The question was then taken, and the amend- 
ment of the committee was agreed to, 

And the bill was ordered to a third reading. 

Mr. BURT moved a reconsideration of the 
vote, and that that motién be laid upon the table. 

Ordered accordingly. 

The bill was then read a third time by its title, 
and the question being, *‘ Shall this bill pass ??*— 

Mr. BURT asked the previous question, which, 
by ayes 88, noes 48, was seconded. 

The main question was ordered, being, ** Shall 
this bill pass??? 

Mr. BOYD and others demanded the yeas and 
nays, Mr. B. remarking that he wished to record 
his vote against the bill. 

The yeas and nays were ordered, and, being 
taken, were—yeas 107, nays 59; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Alexander, Anderson, Astmun, Baker, 
Bay, Bennett, Bissell, Booth, Bowdon, Bowlin, Briggs, 
Brooks, William J. Brown, Burrows, Burt. Chester Putler, 
E. ©. Cabell, G. A. Caldwell, Joseph P. Caléwetl, Calvin, 
Campbell, Cartter, Ca ey, Chander, Clark®, Coterek, Cole, 
Conrad, Corwin, Deberry, Dixon, Alexander Evans, Na- 
than Evans, Fowler, Freedley, Gentry, G -odenow, Get, 
Gould, Grinnell, Hall, Hatloway, Hampton. Hay, Haymond, 
Hebard, Hilliard, Hoagland, Holladay, H Imes, Houston, 
Howard, Howe, Hunter, Inge, Joseph W. Jao keon, Wil- 
liain T. Jackson, James L. Johnson, Kaufman, Kerr,Gearge 
G. King, John A. King, La Sére, Leffler, Marshall, Muson, 
McClernand, McDonald, MeGauchey, MeKissoek, Meach- 
am, Miller, Morehead, Morton, Ogle, Otis, Owen, Pheips, 
Pitman, Potter. Putnam, Reed, Reynolds, Risley, Robin-on, 
Savage, Schooicraft, Seddon, Shepperd, Silvester, Spaulding, 
Stanly, A. H. Stephens, Thaddeus Stevens, Taylor, Wil- 
liam Thompson, Thurman, Toombs, Vinton, Walden, Wal- 
do, Watkins, Weliborn, Wentworth, White, Williams, and 
Winthrop—107. 

NAYS—Messrs, Albertson, Allen, Ashe, Boyd, Albert G. 
Brown, Buel, Joseph Cable, W. R. W. Cobh, Conger, 
Crowell, Dianey, Doty, Dunbam, Durkee, Featherston, 
Fuller, Gidding-, Gilmore, Gorman, Green, Haralson, Har. 
lan, Isham G. Harris, Thomas L. Harris, Hibbard, Hub- 
hard, Andrew Johnson, Robert W. Johu-on, Jones, Julian, 
Preston King, Littlefiel’, Horace Mann, McLanahan, Mc- 
Mullen, McQueen, McWillie, Meade, Milleon, Morris, 


| Olds, Orr, Parker, Peastee, Powell, Sackett, Richard H. 
| Stanton 


Sietson, Thomas, Jacob Thompson, Wallace, 
Wildrick, Wood, and Woodward—59. 

So the bill was passed. 

Mr. BURT moved to reconsider the vote, and 
to lay that motion on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to, and 

The bill stands passed. 


THE PRIVATE CALENDAR. 


Mr. THOMAS moved that the Flouse resolve 
itself into Committee of the Whole House on the 
private calendar. 

A motion was made to adjourn, end rejected. 

Mr. BURT inquired if the motion to go into 
Committee of the Whole House on the private 
calendar, having once been made and rejected, 
would take precedence of a motion to go into Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union? 


| mittee of the Whole House tkes precedence, 
other business having intervened since the motion 
was previously made. ; 

The question was taken on the motion of Mr. 
Tuomas, and decided in the affirmatwe—ayes 82, 
noes 50. : 

The House accordingly resolved itse!f into Com- 
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eee, 


mittee of the Whole House, (Mr. Waite in the 
chair,) for the consideration of the private calen- 
dar, under the rule which provides that, upon the 
first and fourth Fridays in every month, the cal- 
éndar of private bills shall be called over, and the 
bills, to the passage of which no objection shall 
then be made, shall be first considered and disposed 
of. 
No debate, therefore, was in order. 


The following bills coming up in their order on | 


the calendar, were objected to as indicated below, 


and consequently laid aside for future considera- || 


tion, viz: 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Joshua Eddy, 
deceased; [objected to by Mr. Mituison.]} 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Larkin Smith; 
[objected to by Mr. McMutten.] 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Lieutenant 
Bartlett Hinds; [objected to by Mr. Ricuarpson. } 

A bill to incorporate the Columbian Manufac- 
turing Company in the District of Columbia; [ob- 
jected to by Mr. Bowxin, who said the bill was 
one of a public nature, and should be referred to 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. 

A bill for the relief of Charles Lee Jones, [ob 
jected to by Mr. Hatt.] 

A bill for the relief of William P. Wallace and 
Joseph R. McFadden; [objected to by Mr. Mec- 
Mvttey.] 

A bill for the relief of Horatio N. Crabb; [ob- 
jected to by Mr. Carrrer. 

Mr. MARSHALL said it was not likely, from 
the course of procedure, that anything would be 
done in committee—all the bills being objected to— 
he therefore moved that the committee rise. 

Mr. WOOD called for tellers and Messrs. 
Srrone and ScHerMERHORN were appointed such. 

The question being taken, the tellers reported— 
ayes 66, nuves 56. So it was determined that the 
committee rise. 

The committee rose accordingly, and its chair- 
man reported progress upon the several bills which 
came up for consideration. 

On motion by Mr. TOOMBS, it was resolved 
that when the ives adjourns, it adjourn to meet 
on Monday next. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Illinois, moved that the 
House resolve itself into Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union. 

Pending which motion, 


the House adjourned 
until Monday next. 


PETITIONS, &e. 
The following petitions, memorials, &c., were 


presented under the rule, and referred to the appro- || 


priate committees: 


By Mr. MEACHAM: The petition of William Slade and 
other citizens of Middlebury, Vermont, asking that a na- 
tional Vessel may be employed for the transportation of dele- 
gates to the Peace Convention at Frankfort, in Germany. 

By Mr. BOWLIN: The petition of Edward J. Giasgow, 
of Missouri, in behalf of bimself and others, constituting 
two companies, organized under Colonel Doniphan, in Mex- 
ico; from the teamsters and traders accompanying that ex- 
pedition, praying to be recognized as a part of that army, 
and placed upon the same fooling-as the other Missouri 
volunteers, with whom they served, 

By Mr. HENRY: The memorial of Cyrus Washburn, 

resident, and other officers of the Medical Society of Wind- 
ham county, Vermont, that the grades of medical officers of 
the navy nay have the same degree of rank relatively to 
officers of the line in the navy, as corresponding graces of 
medival officers in the army now possess, according to law. 

By Mr. 
eer, citizens and electors of the State of Pennsylvania, 
for the repeal of all laws sanctioning slavery or the slave 
uade in the District of Columbia; and in case of their von- 
reperl, that the seat of Government be removed from Wash- 
ington. 

Aliso, the petition of Dr. McKeehan and 7} others, citizens 
and electors of Peonsylvania, for the prohibition of slavery 
and the slave trade in all the territories of the United States. 


By Mr. MILLSON: The memorial of William Setdon, || 
M. D., and 34 other physicians and surgeons in and out of || 


the naval service, asking the passage of a Jaw securing as- 
similated rank to the medical officers in the navy. 

By Mr. FOWLER: The petition of Joshua Perry and 55 
others, citizens of Harrison, Massachusetts, for the repeal 
of jaws sanctioning slavery in the District of Cotumbia. 

Also, for the probibition of slavery in the District of Co- 
lumbia. Also, for the trial of fugitives by jury. 

Also, against the admission of any more slave States into 
the Union. 


IN SENATE. 


Faway, May 24, 1850. 


Mr. SEWARD presented a memorial from Al- 
den Marsh, Professor of Surgery in the Albany 
Medical College, anid several other medical profess- 
ors, asking that Congress will passa law grant- 


REED: The petition of Robert Holmes and 60 | 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


|| ing to medical officers of the navy the same degree 
|| of rank relatively to officers of the line in the navy 
| as corresponding grades of medical officers in the 
\parmy possess, according to law relating to officers 
|| of the line in the army, provided that the assimi- 
|| lated rank thereby conferred shall not entitle any 
|| medical officer in the navy to increased pay, and 
| to take precedence of any officer who may be 
|| in legal command of any port, station, or vessel 
to which such medical officer might be attached for 
|| duty. 

These medical officers of the navy (Mr. Sew- 
|| aRD said) conceive they ask only what is just 


|| and reasonable; they donot ask a right to com- |! 


| mand officers of the line nor any power not desig- 


|| from any duty. It is hoped, therefore, that the 
||-justice and propriety of their cause will not be less 
|| apparent because it is urged against numbers by a 
|| Comparatively small corps of men. 
|| reference to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

|| I have also three others, similar in all respects 
| to the one just presented. The one from Troy, 


iI 
| 
1} 


| Rensselaer County Medical College, and seventeen 
|| other respectable physicians in that place; one 


| 
i 
i} 


from Utica, signed by John McCall, and fifteen 


|| ons, in Wayne county, in the same State, signed 
|| by J. B. Pierce, President of the Wayne County 
|| Medical Society, and fourteen other medical gen- 
|| temen, of respectable standing, for which I ask 
|| the same reference. The memorials were referred 
] accordingly. 
| 


| Mr. DAYTON. I have been charged with the 


presentation of three memorials, similar, I believe, || 


|| to those just presented by the Senator from New 
|| York, asking that a rank may be assigned by law 
|| to the medical officers of the navy, corresponding 
|| to that conferred by Jaw on officers of the same 
|| grade in the medical department of thearmy. One 
'| is from Charles Garrison and several other. physi- 


|| clans, members of the Gloucester County District | 


|| Medical Association of New Jersey; one from 
| Newark, signed by Dr. L. A. Smith, and other 
i physicians of that and of Elizabethtown, in that 
|| State; and the other from Princeton, in the same, 


|| signed by Dr. J. Stilwell Schenck, which I desire’ 


|; may have a like reference. 
} accordingly. “ 
‘| Mr. CORWIN presented a petition of citizens 
|| of the State of Ohio, asking that slavery may be 
|| prohibited in all the territories of the United States. 


1 Also, a petition from the same, asking that no 
| 


They were referred 


|| whose constitution does not expressly prohibit 
'| slavery within its limits. 
| Also, a petition from citizens of the same State, 
| asking that slavery may be prohibited by law in 
|| the territories recently acquired from Mexico; that 
|| fugitive slaves may be allowed the right of trial by 
| jury in the State where arrested, the slave trade 
| abolished in the District of Gglumbia, and Califor- 
| nia admitted as a State into™he Union with her 
| present constitution and boundaries; all of which 
| were ordered to lie on the table. . 
| Mr. STURGEON presented four memorials of 
| physicians, members of medical associations, and 
|| other citizens of Pennsylvania, asking that a rank 
| may be assigned to the medical officers of the navy 
corresponding with that of officers of similar grade 


} 


| 
| 
| 


|| were referred to the Committee on Naval A ffuirs. 


| Mr. RUSK presented the memorial of J. R. 
| Jefferson and other mail contractors, asking com- 
pensation for their services in carrying the mail; 
| which was referred to the Committee on the Post 
| Office and Post Roads. 
| Mr. HAMLIN presented a petition of citizens 
of Maine, asking that a Government vessel may 
be allowed to convey the delegates to the Peace 
Convention at Frankfort, inGermany; which was 
| referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 
Also, a memorial of citizens of Bangor, in the 
State of Maine, asking that a rank may be as- 
signed by law to the officers of the navy corre- 
sponding with those of the army; which was re- 
| ferred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 
|| Also, the memorial of the heirs of John Crosby, 
asking indemnity for French spoliations prior to 
1800; which was ordered to lie on the table. 
|  Also,a petition from James Stackpole, jr., pray- 
| ing that a limitation as to time may be fixed for 
|| the recovery of fugitive slaves, and that the citi- 





|| nated in their present commission, nor exemption | 


1 move its | 


signed by Thomas C. Brintmoele, President of | 


other medical gentlemen, and the other from Ly- | 


State may hereafter be admitted into the Union | 


in the medical department of the army; which || 
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zens of one State in another State may be pr 
in the full enjoyment of all the pdicians fae 
zenship as guarantied by the Constitution; which 
|| was ordered to lie on the table. 
| Mr. PRATT presented the memorial of th 
|| heirs of James Williams, deceased, asking indem. 1 
| nity for French spoliations; which was laid yo, 
| the table, ia 
| Mr. P. also presented three memorials of phy. 
_sicians and members of medical associations of 
| Maryland, praying that a rank may be assigned 
| by law to the medical officers of the navy corre. 
| sponding to that of officers of similar grade in the 
medical department of the army; which was te. 
|| ferred to the Committee on Naval Affairs, 

Mr. TURNEY presented a memorial of physi. 
| cians and other citizens of Knoxville, Tennesse¢ 
'| pra ing that a rank may be assigned by law to the 
| medical officers of the navy corresponding to tha 
| of officers of a similar grade in the medical depart. 
|| ment of the army; which were referred to the 
|| Committee on Naval affairs. 
| Mr. COOPER presented a petition of citizens 

of Dougal township, Pennsylvania, praying tha 
| fugitive slaves may be allowed the right of trial by 
|| jury when arrested by persons claiming their ser. 
|| vice; which was ordered to lie on the table. 

| Mr. NORRIS presented a memorial of physi- 
, cians of Concord, New Hampshire, members of 
| the Centre District Medical Society of New Hamp. 
| shire, praying that a rank may be assigned by law 
| to the medical officers of the navy corresponding 
| to that held by officers of similar grade in the 
|| medical department of the army; which was re. 
| ferred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 
On motion by Mr. JONES, 


| Ordered, That the report of the Secretary of the Interior 
of the 2st of May, in relation to the claim of Alexander 
| Sanders, a Cherokee Indian, to a pension, be referred to the 
Comunittee on Pensions. 
| 
| 
| 


REPORTS FROM COMMITEES, 


Mr. BORLAND, from the Committee on pen- 
sions, to which was referred the petition of Mrs. 
|| Lomax, widow of the late Major Lomax, asking 
| tobe placed on the pension roll, submitted a re- 
| port, which was ordered to be printed, accompa- 
| nied by a bill for her relief, which was read and 
| passed to a second reading. 
|| Mr. HAMLIN, from the Committee on Com- 
|| merce, to which was referred the memorial of 
|| Willis H. Chase, of Florida, asking to be released 
| from a certain judgment obtained against him by 

the United Staies for duties on railroad iron, asked 
to be discharged from the further consideration of 
the same, and that it be referred to the Committee 
on Finance; which was agreed to. 


| RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED. 
| 
' 
| 
| 





Mr. JONES submitted the following resolution, 
which was considered and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of pro- 
| viding by law for the establishment of a post office for the 
| two Houses of Congress. 

_ Mr. HUNTER submitted the following res- 
|| olutions, which were severally considered and 
adopted: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency ot estab- 
lishing a post route from Palatine Hill, in the county of Ma- 

| rion, Virginia, to Ringwood, in the county of Preston, by 
the way of Morgan’s Settlement and Jacob Miller’s. 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of estab- 
lishing a.post route from the German settlement in the 
county of Preston, Virginia, and way of Western Ford, 
to Leadville, in the county of Randolph. 


BILLS ON LEAVE. 
Mr. SEBASTIAN, in pursuance of notice, 
| asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill to 
provide additional security for the lives and prop- 
| erty of persons navigating the western waters; 
| which was read a first and second time by its tile 
| and referred to the Committee on Commerce. 


Mr. FELCH, in pursuance of notice, asked 
and obtained leave to introduce a bill to authorize 
the State of Illinois to select the balance of the 
lands to which she is entitled under the act of 2d 
March, 1827, granting land to aid the State in 
opening a canal to connect the waters of the Illi- 
nois river and those:of Lake Michigan; which 
was read a first and «second time by its title, and 
referred to the Committee on the Public Lands. 


NOTICES OF BILLS. 
Mr. SEBASTIAN gave notice that he would 
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eS 
on to-morrow, or some subsequent day, ask leave | 
to introduce bills of the following titles: ae 
A bill granting to the State of Arkansas certain |, 
lands for the completion of the national military | 
road from Memphis to St. Francis river, and to || 
surrender the same to the State of Arkansas. 
A bill for the relief Mary Tucker. | 








PRIVATE BILLS PASSED. 


Mr. TURNEY, in pursuance of notice, asked || 
and obtained leave to introduce a bill for the relief | 
of Captain Nathan Adams, of Tennessee. 

The bill was read a first time by its title. 

Mr. TURNEY asked the Senate to act upon |! 
and dispose of the bill at this time. He briefly.) 
stated the circumstances of the case. Captain || 
Adams, being called on service at a time when it | 
was necessary to render his quarterly accounts, | 
left his vouchers with a clerk to make up the ac- | 
count in his absence. He subsequently found |) 
that his clerkfhad died, and that his vouchers were. || 
pledged with a tavern-keeper in New Orleans for a | 
tavern bill. Part of the vouchers were recovered, || 
put others were not found, to the amount of three || 
hundred and fifty dollars. He produced other tes- 
tumony which satisfied the mind of the Auditor, || 
who, however, could not settle his accounts on || 
such evidence without a special enactment of Con- || 
gress. 

° 4 letter was read from the Third Auditor in 
support of the bill, and sustaining the statement of 
the honorable Senator. 

The bill was then read a second time, was con- 
sidered as in Committee of the Whole, reported to 
the Senate without amendment, ordered to be en- 
grossed for a third reading, and was subsequently 
read a third time and passed. j 

On motion by Mr. RUSK, the Senate proceeded, |) 
as in Committee of the Whole, to the considera- || 


tion of the House bill for the relief of Jesse Sut- | 
| 





| 
} 
i 





| 
ton. 

Mr. RUSK briefly explained that commission- | 
ers were Sent out, shortly after the annexation of || 
Texas, to negotiate a treaty with the Camanche || 
and other Indians. Among the stipulations of |, 
that treaty was one that the Government should | 
furnisy the Indians with two blacksmiths for a |, 
specified length of time. This individual was ap- || 
pointed blacksmith. An appropriation was made || 
to pay the expenses arising under the treaty, but, || 
owing to the language of the appropriation bill, it || 
could not be applied to this purpose. This indi- || 
vidual, therefore, having discharged the duties, || 
now called upon Congress to make him compen- || 
sation. The bill had passed each House once, but, | 
owing to the lateness of the session when it was || 
passed, it did not become a law. i] 

There being no proposition to amend, the bill | 
was reported to the Senate, was ordered to be en- | 
grossed for a third reading, and was subsequently | 
read a third time and passed. 

Mr. ATCHISON moved that the Senate pro- | 
ceed to the consideration of the bill for the relief of | 
H. J. McClintock, Harrison Gill, and Mansfield | 
Carter. | 
_The motion was agreed to, and the bill was con- | 
sidered as in Committee of the Whole. There | 


being no proposifion tg amend the bill, it was re- |, 


ported to the Senate, was then ordered to be en- | 
grossed for a third reading, and was read a third | 
ume and passed. 


Mr. BRIGHT moved to proceed to the consid- | 


eration of the bill for the compensation of registers | 
and receivers. 

_The motion was agreed to, and the bill was con- | 
sidered as in Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. BRIGHT explained the object of the bill. 
There had been petitions from nearly every land 
district in the country, either from the citizens or | 
the officers, in favor of the passage of the bill. It | 
had been referred to the Committee on Public | 
Lands, and by that committee had been reported | 
with a favorable recommendation. It merely pro- | 
vided for giving to the registers and receivers the | 
same fees for locating military land warrants, un- 
der the act giving the volunteers in the Mexican | 
war bounty land warrants, as they received for lo- 
cating land warrants of private individuals. 

here being no proposition to amend, the bill 


was reported to the Senate, was ordered to be en- | 
grossed for a third reading, and was subsequently | purpose 


read a third time and 


Mr. KING. 1 have not objected to the third 
reading of these bills. ‘The practice, for some time || 





t 
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past, has been to read bills the third time immedi- 
ately after ae have been ordered to be engrossed. 
That practice | want to putanend to. Heretofore 
we have been in the habit of having bills engrossed 
and examined as engrossed bills before their third 
reading. 1 give notice that in future, unless there 
is some particular necessity for the instantaneous 
passage of a measure, [ shall object to the third | 
reading of a bill until it has been engrossed. | 
| 


DUTY ON PRESENTS FROM THE SULTAN, 
Mr. SMITH, in pursuance of a notice, asked 


| and obtained leave to introduce = jen resolution 


for the relief of Samuel Colt an 
and moved its reference to the Committee on Fi- 
nance. 
Mr. RUSK. I hope that by unanimous con- 
sent that joint resolution may be considered now. 
t simply provides for returning to these two indi- 
viduals a small amount of money paid by them as 
duty upon presents sent to them by the Sultan of 
Turkey. The articles are of no considerable value, 
except asa mark of the distinguished considera- 
tion of the Sultan. 
Mr. KING objected, and the joint resolution 
was referred to the Committee on Finance. 


ARKANSAS JUDICIAL DISTRICT. 


Mr. BORLAND moved that the Senate proceed 
to the consideration of Senate bill No. 18, being 
the bill to divide the district of Arkansas into two 
judicial districts. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The bill was then considered as in Committee 
of the Whole, and no amendment having been 
offered, it was reported to the Senate and ordered | 
to be engrossed for a third reading, and was finally 
read a third time and passed. 


REMOVALS FROM OFFICE. 


On motion by Mr. BRADBURY, the Senate 
proceeded to the consideration of the resolution 
relating to removals from office, for the purpose of 
taking the vote on it, or of fixing some day on 
which the vote should be taken. 

Mr. DICKINSON. If no one desires to say 
anything on the resolution, I have no objection to 
having a vote taken. Butif any enator wishes 
to debate the resolution, | shall insist on calling 
for the special order of the day, the Senate having 
virtually sat to-day for the purpose of considering 
it. If one Senator says one word, another will 
have to reply, and in this way it will lead to de- 
bate. 

Mr. WEBSTER. Mr. President, I have that 
one word to say on this subject before the resolu- 
tion shall pass. I understood the honorable mem- 
ber from Maine to be indifferent whtther the vote 


B. F. Morse, 
| 





1 was taken on the resolution to-day, or whether 


some future day should be assigned for it. I pre- 


fer the latter course, because on the general char- | 


|.acter of that resolution, and on the rights and 
| duties of the respective departments of the Gov- 
| ernment, I propose to say a few words. 

| Mr. DICKINSON. As the Senator from Mas- 
| sachusetts has signified that it is his intention to 
| debate the resolution, | move to postpone the fur- 
| ther consideration of the resolution until Tuesday 
next, at half-past twelve o’elock, and that it be 
| made the special order for that time. 

| ‘The motion was agreed to. 

| 


BRANCH MINTS. 


| The Senate proceeded, as in Committee of the 
| Whole, to the consideration of the special order, 
+ being a bill to establish a branch of the mint of the 
| United States in the city of New York. 
_ Mr. DICKINSON, im an elaborate speech, sup- 
| ported the bill before che committee, 
| Mr. BENTON. Mr. President, this-.is a bill 
| with which I have been long familiar, and which 
| [ have supported with great satisfaction to myself 
on many different occasions. It is now open to 
amendment, I believe. I have heretofore given no- 
tice, at an early part of the session, that | should 
| offer an amendment to this bill to establish another 
| branch mint atanother New York—the New York 
on the Pacific ocean—San Francisco. 1 now offer 
the following amendment: 


| 
| See. 7. And be it further Txata branch of the 
| mint of the United States be established in San Francisen, 
ree for the coinage of gold and silver. And for the 
a site, erecting a suitable building, 
| and completing the necessary combinations of machinery 
Po eri eae branch, we ae of ore poate thousand 
are appropr to paid out of any money 
in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated. 
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Seo. 8. nd be it furteer enacte |, That temporary buiid- 
ings shall be. procured or erected immediately for carrying 
on the business of said branch mint, and the following offi- 
cers shall be appointed, upon the nomination of the Presi- 
dent, and with the advice and consent of the Senate, to wit: 
One superintendent, one treasurer, one assayer, one melter 
and refiner,and one coiner. And the said perintendent shal! 
engage and employ as muny clerks, and a: many subordinate 
workmen and servahts,as shail be provided for by law ; 
and the salaries of suid officers and clerks shall be as fol- 
lows: To the superintendent, and to the trensurer, the sum 
of five thousand dollars each ; to the assayer, to the meiter 
and refiner, and to the coiner, the sum of four thousand 
dollars each; to the clerks the -um of three thousand dol- 
lars each; to the subordinate workmen, not exceedin 
twenty, such wages and allowances as are customary as 
reasonable, according to their respective stations and oecu- 
pations. 

“ Sec. 9. And be it further enacted, That the third, fourth, 
and fifth sections of this act shall he held and taken to be 
applicable to the said branch mint at San Francisco, ia the 
saine manner as if specially named therein; and the said 
branch mint shall be the place of deposit for the pubtic 
moneys collected in the custom- house at San Franciseo, and 
for such other public moneys as the Secretary of the Treaa- 
ury may direct; and the treasurer of said branch mint shall 
have the custody of the same, and shall perform the duties 
of an assistant treasurer, and for that purpose shall be sulb- 
ject to all the provisions contained in an act entitied ‘Anact 
to provide for the better organization of the Treasury, and 
for the collection, sale-keeping, trauster, und disbursement- 
of the public revenue,’ approved August ie sixth, one thou- 
sand eight hundred aud jorty-six, winch relates to the trens- 
urer of the brunch mint at New Orleans. 

“Sec. 1). .dad be it further enacted, ‘That the assayer av- 
thorized to be appointed by the eighth section of this act, shall 
be appointed immediately, and perform such duties in aa- 


saying and fixing the value of gold in grains or lumps, and ia 
forming the same into bars, as shail be presernbed by the 
Secretary of the Treasury, either for individuals, companies, 
or the Government; aid the sum of fity thousand dotiara, 
outofany mouey in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, 
be and the same is hereby appropriated, tor dvtrayimg the 


expenses of the said gold assay for the fiscal year ending the 
thirtieth of June, eighfeen hundred and fifty-one.” 


Mr. PEARCE. The Senator from New York 
has presented some general views in favor of the 
bill before the Senate. | wish to suggest a few 
general views in opposition to the measure, If 
this were a new project, and the United States 
were about to establish for the firateime a mint, | 
should favor its establishment at New York, be- 
cause it is the great commercial emporium of the 
country, and because it is the point at which the 
precious metals are mest largely received. Qn ex- 
amining the question, however, | find very plaim 
and palpable reasons why we should not establish 
a mint at New York. 1 tke it for granted that 
the purpose of establishing a mint anywhere is 
one connected with the interest of the whole coun- 
try. It is in fact intended to be in furtherance or 
execution of the constitutional duty to furnish a 
currency. That question will not be disputed on 
this side of the Chamber, and certainly not on the 
other side, since it 1s proposed that the currency 
shall be gold and silver. Now, it can be shown 
that the accomplishment of this purpose by the 
means proposed in this bill will cost the country 
more than it will save to individuals. I think, there- 
fore, there can be hardly any good reason for car- 
rying out the project. 

My belief is that there is no necessity, no na- 
tional necessity, no such important personal inter- 
ests of the merchants of New York, as to demand 
this measure at the hands of Congress. 1! believe 
the mint at Philadelphia has ample capacity to 
execute all the coinage which may be required of 
it. | believe that the expense of transportation 
and the delay between the time of depositing the 
bullion or foreign com, and receiving our own coin 
in teturn, are so inconsiderable that the two sums 
taken together will not amount to more than a 
tithe of the expense of adopting this plan. The 
whole question has been examined by the director 
of the mint in a letter now in the possesion of the 
Finance Committee, and the facts which M® states 
and the arguments based on them have fully satis- 
fied my mind on the subject. As to the capacity 
of the mint at Philadelphia, we know that some 
months ego it did not coin as rapidly as was re- 

uired. This was owing to two circumstances. In 

e first place, the California gold is combined with 
a good deal of silver. ‘The difficulty of separating 
the silver from the gold was such that the refining 
department of the mint had not adequate capacity 
at that time for that purpose. Another difficulty, 
which I mefttioned on a former occasion, was that 
the boilers and apparatus were so old and weak, 
and a part of the structure so enfeebled by time 
and other causes, that they could not be worked 
up to what would or be their full capacity. 

In the deficiency till we passed appropriations 
remedying both ¢:“iculties, so that the bolless wi 
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be renewed, the structare will be strengthened, and 
those improvements will be made which are ne- 
cessary in the refining department, When the 
objects for which appropriations were made by that 
bill are carried vut, the mint at Philadelphia will 
be able to work” at its fullest mney: and will 
coin, | venture to say, quite as much bullion and 
foreign coin, ar will be required. We know that 
in the year 1847, when under peculiar circum- 
gtances a great deal of foreign gold was brought 
into the country, there was no complaint of the in- 
efficiency of the mint. When the delay arising 
from the circumstances | have mentioned shall be 
obviated, and the improvements contemplated in 





the mint are made, it will be able to execute dou- || 


ble what it could before. At the present time it 
executes an immense amount of coinage. The 
Senator from Pennsylvania informed me yester- 
day, that the amount of coinage during the pres- 
ent month would be three millions of dollars, of 
which, to be sure, butasmall proportion was silver. 
I observe, by a statement in the papers, that from 
the first to the eighteenth of the present month, 
about two millions were.coined. At that rate it 
will amount to more than three millions for the 

resent month, or atthe rate of about forty mil- 
lows per year. That is as large an amount as the 
mint will ever be required to coin. 

Now, sir, as to the expense. The people of 
New York complain of the expense of transporta- 
tion. That expense is but a mere trifle, only 
about the thirtieth part of one per cent. upon gold, 
and about the tenth part of one per cent. on silver. | 
The expense of transporting gold, which is now 
always done by the expresses, ia thirty-seven and 
a half cents per thousand dollars, and on silver one 
dollar per thousand, or one-tenth of one per cent. 
The communication before the Committee on Fi- 
nance, which | have already mentioned, shows | 





that the expense of the Government for the trana- 
portation of its coinage in the year 1847, was only 
a little over five thousand dollars, although about 
eight millions of dollars were sent to the mint for | 
Government account, and four millions were re- 
turned. to New York for distribution. Estimating 
the amount deposited by individuals for coinage 
at six millions of gold, and a million and a half of 
silver, the expense to individuals will be about six 
thousand two hundred and fifty dollars, There 
remains no other expense, except that which is 
occasioned by the delay from the time of the receipt 
of the bullion to its delivery in coin. If well- 
known foreign coin, of ascertained value, be de- 
posited in the mint, and it is working at its ordi- 
nary rate, coin can be furnished on the same day. 
Bullion often requires one or two days before it 
can be converted into coin. The time consumed 
in transportation between New York and Phila- 
delphia backwards and forwards, is two days. So 
that four days would be the whole delay—the 
whole time for which the loss of interest would 
have to be calculated. That, upon the estimate 
before mentioned, would amount only to about 
twenty-five hundred dollars; so that eight thousand 
seven hundred and fifty dollars would be the whole 
expense to individuals for coining six millions of 
dollars. Now, suppose the whole nmount depos- 
ited for coinage amounted to four times that, the 
expense would be only about thirty thousand dol- 
lars a year. 

I want to know whether the Government of the 
United States, in order to benefit the merchants 
and importers of New York to the amount of 
eight thousand, or even thirty thousand dollars a 
year, is willing to saddle the Treasury with an 
expenditure amounting perhaps to eighty thousand 
dollars® I take it for granted that if we establish 
a mint at New York, the building will not be pat 
up at less cost than the building at New Orleans, 
which is, the director of the mint informs us,a plain 
brick structure, without any architectural orna- 
ments whatever. Although the lot on which it is 
built was presented to the Government by the city 
of New Orleans, the whole cost of the structure was 
over three hundred thousand dollars, and the an- 
nual cost of maintaining that institution is between 
fifty and sixty thousand doliars. The annual cost 
of maintaining the mint at Philadelphia is between 
seventy and eighty thousand dollars. I think it 
very probable that the mint at the city of New 
York would be on a scale not inferior vo that of 
New Orleans, and that the cost, instead of being 
three hundred thousand dollars, might amount to 
five hundred thousand dollars, and that the annual 
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charge for the support and maintenance of that 
institution would not be less then that of the mint | 
at Philadelphia—that is to say, from seventy to | 
eighty thousand doliars, besides the interest on the | 








| investment, which would be from twenty to thirty | 








| point of distribution—New Jersey, Delaware, | 


thousand dollars. Thus you will have to spend 
from eighty to a hundred thousand dollars annu- 
ally, to relieve the merchants and importers of | 
New York of a cost to them, at the largest calcu- | 
lation, not exceeding thirty thousand dollars a 
year, even supposing the amount deposited for 
coinage by private individuals to be twenty-five or 
thirty millions of doltars, 1 do not perceive that 
there is any reason in this. 

Now, sir, there is another view in the same 
communication from the director of the mint, to | 
which | would call the attention of the Senate. 
The idea has obtained that New York being the 
commercial centre is necessarily the monetary 
centre, and that, being the place where foreign 
coin and bullion is received, should be the place | 
of coinage. 1 do not perceive that this necessarily 
follows. It must be considered that there is such || 
a thing as a point of distribution as well esa point | 
of reception; and I do not know whether Philadel- | 
phia is not quite as good a point of distribution | 
as New York. Looking at the States immedi- | 
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| 
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ately contiguous to New York, and those that will | 
derive their coinage from the proposed mint at | 
New York—the New England States and the State | 
of New York itself—it is found, according to the | 
returns furnished by the ‘Treasury, that there are 
fourteen millions of specie in the vaults of the | 
banks of those States. Now, let us compare that 
with the specie in the vaults of the banks of those | 
States to which Philadelphia would be a very good | 


Maryland, Virginia, Ohio, Kentucky, and Indi- || 
ana. The specie in the vaults of the banka of 
those States, according to the same returns, | 
amounted to between nineteen and twenty mil- | 
lions of dollars. So that there would be actually a 
larger amount distributed from Philadelphia than | 
from New York. This seems to me to be a view || 
well worthy the consideration of the Senate. 

Then there is another view. Suppose the pro- 
ject of the Senator from Missouri be adopted, and 
a mint at California be established. If that be 
adopted it will do away, to a great extent at least, | 
with the necessity of this mint at New York; be- 
cause it is not to be supposed that if we establish | 
a mint in California the gold dust and bullion of || 
California will come to New York for coinage. 
it will be coined in California, and will arrive here 
in the shape of American gold. Therefore, there 
will be no necessity for its coinage at New York. 
But if we dornot establish a mint in California 
now, we probably shall do it at some future time. | 
At all events, | think we shall very soon establish | 
an assay Office there, and that will obviate, in part, | 
the necessity fora mint at New York; because if 
the value of a bar of gold be ascertained by assay 
in California, it will not be subjected to the delay 
which now takes place in Philadelphia in the assay 
department of the Philadelphia munt, since it will 
come with an ascertained value. 

But, in addition to this, if it be necessary for 
the Government to tax the people of the United | 
States for the benefit of the commerce of New 
York, and for the benefit of those merchants of | 
New York who receive gold from distant parts of | 
our own country or from foreign countries, the 
object can be accomplished almost equally well, | 
and with much less expense, by another means, | 
which has been suggested by the director of the 
mint. That is, to make arrangements by which 
the bullion or foreign coin shall be deposited in 
the office of the assistant treasurer at New York. 
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| Under the present system there is generally a large 


accumulation of specié there, and if tre bullion can 
be sent at the expense of Government to Philadel- 
phia, and coined there, and the information of its | 
value be communicated without delay, in the space | 
of two days at the furthest, the merchant of New | 
York would receive American coin for his foreign | 
eoin or bullion. 1 am not able to state this more 
in detail, but it is very manifest such an arrange- 
ment as that might be made with considerable 
saving to the Treasury. The director of the mint 
at Philadelphia has estimated that the cost of this 
arrangement would probably be about twelve 
theusand dollars per annum. 

These are the general considerations which 
incline me to think that the Senate of the United 
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States would not be acting wisely in adopt; 
bill, If tt bacabjected thet-dny- views ent on, 
the director of a rival to the proposed mint, | ms 
only say that his facts are not contradicted ana 
that a sound argument loses none of its force be 
cause it is derived from one whose interest coin. 
cides with his conclusions. ~ 
Mr. BUTLER. I have an amendment to estab). 
ish a branch mint at Charleston, in South Caro 
lina. It does not propose to incur any additional 
expense, either in the erection of buildings or in 
the employment of officers, except one, and jt is 
very different perhaps from the amendment offered 
by the Senator from Missouri. The Government 
has already made an appropriation for the erec- 
tion of a new custom-house in the city of Charles. 
ton, and a part of that custom-house may be well 
used for the purpose of carrying on the Operations 
of a mint. Ido not know that I should have 
offered this amendment but for the bill that has 
been offered by my friend from New York. l 
would say, however, that it does seem to me that 
there are stronger and more numerous reasons for 
the establishment of a branch mint in Charleston 


| than in the city of New York. And I make this 


remark that the law maxim may very well be ap. 
plied to the current of commerce—agqua currit atque 
semper cucurrit. Now, if we let the current of 
commerce run, as it heretofore has run, from the 
mother mint of Philadelphia, perhaps all mivht 
conform to it, and produce no very great derange- 
ment; but if you establish a branch mint in the 
city of New York, you will necessarily do injus- 
tice to other portions of the country and oiher 
commercial cities of the Union, because there is a 
large amount of foreign coin coming from the West 
India islands through the city of Charleston, 
There is a large amount of bullion which would 
goto Dahlonega and Charlotte. There areabout 
half a million of dollars carried to these two works. 
Whether it would go to Charleston or not, | do 
not Know; but as this is a commercial point, the 
coinage would be distributed sooner from this 

oint than from the interior mint. But if you make 

hiladelphia the great reservoir from which the 
channels of commerce are to be supplied through- 
out the United States, I think we ought toge sat- 
isfied. 1 protest against this partial legislation. 
I know that New York has strong claims; | know 


| that she ps two-thirds of all the import duties; 


that she has a large commerce; but by establishing 
a branch mint there you would only tend to in- 
crease that commerce at the expense of other 
cities, which are equally entitled to the incidental 
advantages of establishments of this kind. I am 
not prepared to say that I shall vote for the estab- 
lishment of a branch mint in the city of New 
York. If this had been a new question, perhaps 
I might. But if the mint at Philadelphia can sup- 
ply the demands of the country, by taking up ail 
the foreign coin and the gold from California, it 
will answer all the purposes for which a mint is 
necessary. If, however, you are to have a new 
establishment on the Atlantic, | can see no reason 
why Charleston should not have at least a claim 
upon the liberal and just policy of this Govern- 
ment; for, as I have sc ore, every one of 
those mints established in, conformity with the 
policy on which it is proposed to establish this 
mint at New York, will only make an injurious 
diversion against the interests of other cities; and 
I will say further, that much, if not all, of the 
gold which would come to Charleston, and Geor- 
gia, and North Carolina, from the West Indies, 
if there was a mint at Charleston, would neces- 
sarily be carried to New York to be distributed 
through other channels of consmerce. My friend 
from New York may have given good reasons for 
the establisiting of a mint in that city so far as its 
commerce is concerned; but he must see that if 
he interferes with the existing system, it ought to 
be in such a way as not to do injustice to other 
sections of the country. 

With regard to the establishment of a mint at 
San Francisco, there may be strong reasons 1D 
support of it; because it is at a great distance from 
any other mint, and there is much gold requiring 
coinage there. But the establishment of such a 
mint would be a strong argument against the ne- 
analy at a mint at New York; for, as my friend 
from argiena has observed, much of the gold 
that would go to New York for coinage would be 
coined in California, and the necessity for a mint at 
New York would thus in a great measure be ob- 
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ated. I give these reasons for my opposition to 
. « bill,and | give notice that I shall not ask even 
oe 000 for the establishment of a mint at Charles- 

n, because we have the requisite buildings there 
siread ys and, so far as I-know, there would be no 
oe required, unless it might be an assayer. 
For these reasons I submit this amendment. 

Mr. COOPER. Mr. President, | have a word 
to say on this eT } 

Mr. CLAY. ill the Senator allow me-to in- 
terrupt him one moment? 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Does the Senator 
from Kentucky rise to a point of order - 

Mr. CLAY. Itis not exactly to a point of or- 
der, Mr. President, that I rise; but | want to make 
a suggestion rather for the ear of the Senator from 
Missouri. There is a proposition made for the 
establishment of a mint at New York, which I am 
very much inclined to favor, so far as my vote 
may go, but that I believe the Senator from Mis- 
souri proposes to attach to ita provision for the 
establishment of a mint at San Francisco, and | 
am very much inclined to go for that measure. 
But let me suggest to the honorable Senator 
whether this would not be ‘ tacking,’’ [laughter,] 
and whether it will not be in violation of parlia- 
mentary law to bring together two subjects of the 
came kind in this bill? Sir, will not the dignity 
of New York, or more likely the dignity of Cali- 
fornia, be affected by such a strange and unnatu- 
ral and incongruous association? The one is a 
State—the proud ‘* Empire State;’’ the other, | am 
sorry to say it, yet l am obliged to say it, is yet a 
territory. Theré are some points of resemblance, 
itis rue; but, at the same time, there are some 

ints of diseord. Now, sir, 1 do not mean to 
insist strenuously upon these incongruities, but | 
propose to the honorable Senator from Missouri 
that if he will waive all objection to the compro- 
mise bill, and the association which is contained 
in that bill of certain measures, I for one will with 
pleasure waive all objection to the incongruity 
which seems to me to be rather apparent between 
the two measures now under consideration. 

The amendment offered by Mr. Burien was 
then read. — 

(The amendment we could not obtain; but it pro- 
poses to establish a branch of the mint of the 
United States at Charleston—to appoint the assist- 
ant treasurer at Charleston director of that mint, 
without any additional salary—and that apart- 
ments in the building now being constructed for 
the custom-house shall be used for the mint.] 

Mr. COOPER, I have been at considerable 
pains in collecting information on this subject, by 
writing to the director and treasurer of the mint at 
Philadelphia, as well as to other intelligent gentle- 
men there who were aware of its capacity to do the 
business which was necessary. These materials, 
however, have been used much better than I could 
have used them by other gentlemen who have pre- 
ceded me in the discussion. I shall, nevertheless, 
if the Senate will indulge me, submit a few reasons 
why the proposed branch mint at New York 
should pe established. Lam not going to de- 
preciate the commercial importance of he city of 
New York; nor am [I going to deny that a very 
largeamount of the duties paid upon foreign im- 
ports into this country is paid at New York. But, 
sir, will remind my honorable friend from New 
York, that, notwithstanding this large amount of 
revenue is collected there, the people of the city of 
New York are all the richer for it. But the ques- 


to this matter, is, whether the business of the 
country requires the expenditure of money that 
will be necessary to establish and carry on a mint 
in the city of New York? The statistical informa- 
tion furnished to the Senate by the gentleman from 
Maryland, goes very far to show that the capacity 
of the mint at Philadelphia is entirely sufficient for 
the purpose. Heretofore, sir, at least with the ex- 
ception of a single year, that of 1847, when causes 
were operating which brought into the country a 
amount of foreign coin, the amount of coin- 
age at the several mints of this country has never 
exceeded eleven millions of dollars in any one 
year. In 1843, the whole coinage of the country 
amounted to eleven millions and about nine hun- 
dred thousand dollars. In the year '44—the year 
dilowing—there were coined some six or seven 
millions of dollars. These were~the hi 
amounts thet were ever-coined in the course of any 
one year; and from the year 1792, the period when | 





tion which addresses itself to the Senate in relation 
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the mint was firat established, up to the nresent I about thirteen millions, was only five thetieand 
time, the amounts have ranged between two and | 


three millions of dollars a year. 
amount of coinage in all the mints of the country— 
that at Philadelphia, that at Charlotteville, and 
that at Dahlonega, as well as that at New Orleans 


In 1847, the“ 


—amounted altogether to a little over twenty mil- | 


lions of dollars; the mint at Philadelphia coining 
of that smount about fourteen millions, the branch 
at New Orleans seten millions, and about a million 


and a half between the two mints located in North | 


Carolina and Georgia. In 1848, the amount coined 


| 
| 


was not a fourth part of what-was coined in 1847; | 


but during the last year, in consequence of the in- 
flux of gold from California, the amount has been 
greater, and will exceed that of any previous year. 

Rut, sir, are not the mints now in operation, and 
which are an annual charge upon the Govern- 
ment, sufficient to perform all the functions they 
were intended to perform? Undouhtedly they are. 


| It will he seen that the branch mint at New Orleans | 
was equalin 1847 to the duty of coining seven 


millions of dollars, and it was not worked, as | am 
informed, un to its capacity. That year the amount 


coined at Philadelphia was neatly fourteen mil- | 
liens of dollars, and the mint there was not worked | 


up to its capacity by any means. [ edmit that at 


the period when gold began to flow into this | 


country from California, there was a period when 


the mint at Philadelphia had not the capacity to | 


coin the bullion and dust that were deposited 


there, as quickly as the wants of the community | 


required it should be done; but, sir, that was 
owing to the facts that have heen referred to by 
the Senator from Maryland. There was, in the 
gold brought into this country from California, a 
large amount of silver, which it was necessary, 
previous to the coinage, to separate from the gold; 
and the machinery, and the other parts of the 
mint. at the beginning of this influx of California 
gold, were not adapted to the purpose. But im- 
provements have heen made both in the assaying 
department and the ability of the mint to separate 
the silver from fhe gold, and the mint is now in a 
condition to do more than is required. 

Sir, as has been stated by the Senator from 


Maryland, there will be coined at the mint at | 


Philadelphia during the present month over three || likely to receive even from the modern El Dorado, 


millions of dollars; I believe about three millions 


one hundred and. seventy-five thourand dollars. | 
A por- | 


This is by the mint at Philadelphia alone. 
tion of this, I will admit, but a small portion, has 
been silver. But the amount of silver to he 
coined hereafter will diminish, undoubtedly, while 
the amount of gold will increase. 

There is another fact to which Senators should 
advert, thata coin ofa larger denomination was 
authorized at the last session of Congress, and 


that coin is new going into circulation, (1 mean | 
the twenty-dollar piece, or double eagle,) and of 


course the capacity of the mint to coin a greater 
number of dollars will be increased. 

Bat the fact pressed most strenuously bv the 
Senator from New York was this: that in 1848, 
there was an importation into the country of some 
twenty-four millions of specie, and that of that 
amount there was but-a comparatively small por- 
tion imported into Philadelphia. Does the Sena- 
tor know that there was imported of that large 
amount inte Boston a very much larger amount 
than was imported into the city of New York 
Does he know, ton—— 

Mr. DICKINSON. If the Senator from Penn- 
sylvania will yield the floor I will tell him how 
that happened. Much of this specie was brought 
by the Cunard steamers, which do not come nearer 
than Boston, but the money was brought on New 
York account. . j 

Mr. COOPER, Mc. President, ii got there; and 
in the previous history of the Government gold 
got to Boston in large amounts, and if ‘that be an 
argument in favor of New York, the fact that Phil- 
adelphia imports into New York her coin, would 


he an argument against New York and in favor of 


Pkiladelphia. But, sir, let us see what isthe great 
evil of the fact that the Senator from New York 
has pressed upon the attention of the Senate. I 
admit that New Vork is the great commercial me- 
tropolis of the Union, and that all imports are 
more likely to find their way to New York than 
to cities of less commercial note. But where is 
the great advantage to the country from that fact? 
The cost of tranepértation in 1847 to Philadelphia 
of all the gold imported into the country, being 

















| 


| 
| 
} 
| 
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| 





four hundred and seventy-four dollars, 

Mr. President, in that year, 1847, there was im- 
ported about $13.000,000 of goid anto the Unired 
Sunes, and the cost of transportation of $6,000,000 
of that which required recoimage to Philadelphia 
amounted to $5,474. That was the ax upon the 

ple for transporting the gold from Boston, New 
ork, Baltimore, and other ports, to the mint at 
Philadelphia, during a period in which there wae 
as large an importation of gold as in any yeur, 
except the last and current years. Now, sir, how 
ie welsewhere? Where is the mint of Great Brit. 
ain located? And into what port or city is the 
gold imported? Into Liverpool, and the mint is 
located in London; and the distance beeween Liv- 
erpool and London is more than double as great 
as the distance between New York and Phiindel- 
phia. But, air, I have been informed (but | have 
the precise statistics) that of the gold comed m 
England during a number of years, at least four- 
fifths of it has been imported into Liverpool, and 
carried two hundred and nineteen miles, the dia- 
tance between that city and London, to the latter 
place for comage. The same is the case in France. 
it is into Marseiiles that the great amount of gold 
received in France is imported, and it is trena« 
ported to Paris, a distance of nearly four hundred 
miles, for coinage, and by far more inconvenient 
methode of transportation than are in use between 
the great commercial metropolis of this Union and 
Philadelphia. Jt is into Marseilles, Havre, Cher- 
hourg, Toulon, and other ports, all of them dietant 
brom the mint at Paris, double as far as New York 
1s distant from Philadelphia, that all the goid is 


—— 

ut, | repeat, the question to be decided is, has 
the mint at Philadelphia capacity to coin all the 
gold that may be deposited there, and ma period 
of time that will not interfere with the business of 
commerce? I have already stated that during the 
present month there will have been comed more 
than three millions of dollars of gold, and same 
thirty or forty thousand dollars of silver, at the 
mint at Philadelphia. This, sir, will give you an 
aggregate capacity at the mintto coin forty millions 
of dollars a year, a larger amount than we are ever 


California, in the course of a single year. If \nis 
be so, why should the Government be put to the 
expense of establishing a mint at New York? 

The gentleman from Maryland {Mr. Pearce} 
has informed you that the very ordinary building 
erected at New Orleans cost the Government over 
three hundred thousand dollars, and the expense 
of keeping up the mint there during the last ien 
years has been $55,305 per annum. Why ie the 
Government of the United States to be put to ex- 
pense for the establishment of an institution of this 
kind to be kept up at such a large annual expense? 
It was well remarked by the Senator from atarpe 
land that there will be very speedily, in all proba- 
bility, a branch mint established at San Francisco; 
and if that be the case, of courre the gold which 
the mines of that country yield will be made inio 
American coin there. It will not require recoinege 
when it is brought to the Atlantic sea-beard. You 
will find, | have no doubt, that in the course of a 
very short time, if not during the present session, 
there will be a branch mint established at San 
Francisco, and when that is the case, instead of 
there being an increase of gold annually brought to 
Philadelphia for coinage, the amount will decrease. 
It must from the inevitable laws of trade decrease, 
because if, as is probable, all the gold is to be 
coined where it is taken from the earth, it will still 
find its way into the channels of commerce, at 
home in the United States, and exclude an 
quantity of foreign gold from the country. & 
coining the gold on the spot where it is mined, 
and sending it to the Atlantic States for cireutation, 
a large space occupied by foreign coin will be sup- 
plied, and the labors of the mint lightened. Why, 
then, I repeat, should the country be put to an ex- 

se at this time, when there is no necessity for 

it? Sir, | have collected .a great number of statie- 
ties upon this subject, some of which are highly 
interesting. *Since the establishment of the mint, 
in 1792, there haa been coined in all the mints of 
the United States $145,137 993 61—$72,000.000 in 
gold, $7} ,000,000 of specie, and about $1,100,000 
in copper. i 

1 have no dovbt, sir, that even if the mint is 
established at San Francisco, the annual amount 
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which will be brought into the country will be in- 
creasing, from the fact that the commerce of the 
country is increasing, and its population daily 
augmenting; but when the mint has capacity to | 
coin forty millions of dollars a year—and | have | 
no doubt that its cipacity is far beyond that— | 
where, I repeat again, is the necessity of putting 
the Government to this great expense? Why, as 
they do things in the great commercial metropolis 
of the country, it will cost a million of dollars to 
build a mint. I believe the custom-house cost 
twelve hundred thousand dollars. And there, on 
the scvle on which things are carried on, Govern- 
ment will have to pay, I venture to say, one hun- 
dred thousand dollars a year in addition to keep up 
the mint after it has been established. Besides, 1 
have no doubt that if a mint is established at New || 
York there will be applications for mints else- || 
where, and applications founded on reasons quite | 
as Saleniamndled: Already we see a claim set up for 
Charieston. We shall see one set up for St. 
Louis, another for Savannah, and the northern | 
cities will follow in the wake, each one asking its || 
mint. ‘Now, there isa mint already at Philadel- | 
phia; all the gold that is brought into the country || 
can be coined there free of charge to the people, 
and find its way into circulation immediately, || 
within a day or two, and often on the same day | 
on which it is deposited. i! 
There is another thing to be observed, and that || 
is, that, as soon asa mint is established at New || 
York, thé mint at Philadelphia ceases to be a mint. || 
They cannot both exist within a hundred miles of || 
each other. So that the establishment of the mint 





ii 
1} 
| 


there is the ultimate destruction of the mint at 

Philadelphia. And with all the advantages and 

superiority with Which nature has endowed that | 
great metropolis, so zealously and ably represented | 
here by my friends, both before and behind me, 
{Mr. Dionentes and Mr. Sewarp,] they ought | 
to be willing that any of these little incidental ad- | 
vantages should be reaped by their sister State | 
which is humble, to be sure, but treading closely 

upon their heels in point of population. I can 
tell my friends, the Senators from New York, 
that at the next census Philadelphia will havea 
population of four hundred thousand within the 
city and incorporated limits, besides the county; || 
and in 1860 take care of your ** Excelsior” New || 


Y 


j 


ork, . 

Mr. DICKINSON. It so happens, Mr. Presi- 
dent, in the course of legislation here, that when- iI 
ever the question of a branch mint at New York is 
before the Senate, the most active, vigilant, and 
unyielding opposition that it meets with comes 
from the vicinity of other mints. The opposition 
is of course of a public and general character; but 
it does so happen, and it is one of the things that 
I know not how to account for. The Senator from | 
Pennsylvania, who has just taken such strong 
and decided ground against the establishment of a | 
branch mintat New York, based his remarks upon | 





information mainly derived from a letter addressed | 
to him by the director of the mint at Philadelphia. | 
That letter ia, I suppose, a public letter, designed | 
for public use, and designed to influence the public || 
mind, because I am pretty sure | have seen it in 
print, and it was presented here in the Senate, and | 
referred to the Committee on Finance. I thought, || 
too, I could discover an active sympathy between | 
that letter and the remarks of the Senator from || 
Maryland, {Mr. Pearce;] a remarkable coinci- || 
dence in the sentiments, and language also,.which || 
induced me to think that he spoke, if without 

book, not without letter, touching this matter. | 
The director of the mint at Philadelphia speaks || 
with some little feeling upon this subject. He dis- 1 
cusses some of the principal points, the chief of 

which is the vast expense which a mint at New 
York would occasion; and he tells us how much 
Congress appropriates to the Philadelphia mint, 
and would have to appropriate to this mint annu- 
ally. Well, now, since Congress makes the ap- 
propriation itself; since they make the appropria- 
tion for the Philadelphia mint, including the 
salary of this excellent director himself, 1 think 
that he might have been excused from that part of || 
the service which he rendered to us without mate- | 
rial detriment to the public interests. We could 

have found out whatis appropriated there without 

having this bugbear placed in the way of legisla- 

ting in favor of a branch nfintat New York. He 

tells us, too, as the Senators have done, that this 

mint at Philadelphia has capacity to transact all 
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the business. The same argument, the same ideas, 
the same language—‘*‘it has capacity.’’ 

Well, sir, why did they not answer what I said 
before, that the further you remove the mint from 
the commercial centre, upon this system of logic, 
the more commercial capacity it will have for the 
want of business merely? It is no argument to 
say that it coins all that comes there, if it is the 
fact. But it has not done it within the last year, 
as the tables show, by nearly three millions of 
dollars. Let us look at the statistics for a moment. 
There have been some years, it is estimated, 
twepty-four millions of specie imported. Much 
of this was in bullion, in foreign coin, requiring 


| recoinage; besides the annual receipt of some 


eight millions which comes from the hands of 
foreign emigrants, all requiring recoinage before 
it could be circulated. If the Philadelphia mint 


has the capacity, why is it that during the last 


|, year she has coined only seven millions and some 
|| odd thousand dollars of gold? 
a half of dollars in gold dust were actually depos- 


Five millions and 


ited from California; so that, beyond the California 
gold, there was only about two millions and a half 
of gold coined. Now, suppose that a vast amount 


'| of bullion had been thrown in there, either by the 


Government or by individuals—and it must be 
thrown in some other time—what would have 
been done? Where then would have been her 
boasted capacity? It is reasoning on false premises 


| entirely to say that she has any such capacity. 


Asz well might you say that a country mill had 
capacity to grind for all the adjacent country, be- 
cause stationed at a point where only a small por- 
tion goes to it; as well might you say that a law- 
yer in Philadelphia had capacity to transact all the 
business of New York claimants, because it does 
not go to him; as well might you say that the bay 
of Delaware had capacity for the shipping of New 
York, because it did not go there; as well say that 
a shopkeeper, or artisan, or merchant, had capa- 
city to transact all the business of New York, be- 


|| cause it does not come to him. 


The Senator from Pennsylvania says that the 
trouble and cost of transporting the bullion from 
New York and the other ports at which it arrives 
to Philadelphia is a very trifling matter. Is ita 
very trifling matter for the individual who has a 


| thousand dollars in some foreign coin to have to 
\| transfer it to Philadelphia, over one hundred miles 


of travel, and, if unable to go himself, obliged to 
employ an agent, and then to await its return be- 
fore he can circulate it to advantage? It is the 
duty of the Government to establish a mint at the 
point of its commercial centre, and every reason 
that attempts to get round that is false and artifi- 
cial. You might as well attempt to make a stream 
run up hill, or to turn it from its natural current. 


| There is a vast amount of bullion seeking coinage 
| for the public convenience, which, if it has not 


mint facilities at New York, will not be coined 
Some of it will find its way to Phila- 
delphia, as it has done under an arbitrary Govern- 


|| ment order; but, in the hands of individuals, it is 
|| impossible to force it to any considerable extent 


out of the natural course of trade. 
The argument which the director of the mint 


| presses so feelingly, that ifa mint is established 


at New York the mint at Philadelphia will have 
no business, and which has been urged here upon 


| this floor by the distinguished Senator from Penn- 
| sylvania, [Mr. Cocrer,] isa most conclusive ar- 
| gument in favor of New York. 


Suppose there 
was no custom-house at New York, and that there 
was one at Philadelphia, would you oppose the 
establishment of a custom-house at New York, 
where two-thirds of the revenue is received? The 
Philadelphia custom-house would have compara- 
tively little business. Will the honorabie Senator 
stand up and advocate such a monstrous commer- 
cial regulation as that?) And yet it would be no 
more absurd than this, that a branch mint should 
not be established at New York, because it will 
take away the business from the Philedelphia 
mint. hy, sir, if commercial transactions will 
not reach her without a process of legislation, she 
should take her chance in the great market of the 
commercial world. This learned and faithful di- 
rector of the mint shows himself, in my opinion, 
much more learned in the transmutation of metals 
and chemical affinities than in commercial transac- 
tions, if he supposes that a great nation should 
attempt to force the stream of commercial affairs 
out of the natural current to accommodate the 


‘hundred thousand dollars expenditure j 
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tion of — buildings and the pbanerer st 


aries. hese statistical arguments which | hav 
presented are unanswerable, and they do not >. 
tempt to answer them except by saying that the 
Philadelphia mint has capacity, whether it affords 
the necessary facilities to the commercial sie. 
munity or not. 

It is suggested by the Senator from Pe 
nia that in 1860 Philadelphia is going to be 
large as New York. I have nothing to bes, 
that. I shall be gratified if it shall prove true. New 
York speaks for herself. 1 have nothing to sq 
for hernow. In the language of the Senator from 
Massachusetts, on a previous occasion, * there 
she is.”” Her statistics will tell you what. she js 
now, and her growth within the last few years 
will tell you what she will be in 1860. 

I am admonished, however, to close, and | ili 
not consume time by prolonging this debate, | 
do not ask gentlemen to answer my argument, by, 
I ask them to answer the able argument of the late 
Secretary of the Treasury upon this question, and 
I declare it to be utterly unanswerable. 

The VICE PRESIDENT then stated that the 
question was on the amendment offered by the 
Senator from South Carolina. 

Mr. DICKINSON. I ask for the yeas and 
nays on theamendmeat of the Senator from South 
Carolina, and I will remark that [ am myself jn 
favor of a branch mint in Charleston. [| have 
supported it once. I voted to anhex it to this bill 
once before, and the bill was lost for no other cause 
than that it was so annexed. I now declare my- 
self ready and willing, not only as a Senator but 
as chairman of the Committee on Finance, to 
give my best aid to facilitate the establishment of 
a branch mint at Charleston under proper regula- 
tions; but am opposed to its being annexed to 
this bill, mainly for the reason that it was annexed 
to it once before by the opponents of the bill, who 
thus defeated it. I shall, therefore, vote against 
the amendment, and I caution the friends of the 
bill not to jeopard it by supporting the amendment. 

Mr. KING. I wish to ask the Chair whether 
the amendment on which the Senate is called to 
vote embraces two branches or only one? 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Only one. 

Mr. KING. Then | understand that the amend- 
ment proposed by the Senator from Missouri {Mr. 
Benton] is proposed to be amended by the Sena- 
tor from South Carolina by adding to it a branch 
at Charleston? Weill, sir, 1 believe I shall vote 
againat both the amendments. If there is any pro- 
priety in establishing a mint at all in our country 
at this time, it seems to me that New York is de- 
cidedly the proper place. If any change is neces- 
sary, the wisest course would have been to transfer 
the mint from Philadelphia to New York, because 
the facilities would be much greater there; but | 
did not consider that the inconvenience was 80 
great at the present time as to justify a very enor- 
mous expense in New York for the establishment 
ofa mint. I was disposed, therefore, to take no 
part in bringing forward a measure of this kind, 
although I was written to by various individuals 
in that city on the subject. It seems to me that if 
we go on in this way it will become absolutely 
necessary to establish branch mints in every com- 
mercial city, independently of those already exist- 
ing where the bullion and gold dust shipped from 
California and from foreign countries may be 
taken. Why should not Boston have a mint too? 
Will Baltimore be satisfied? What will Norfolk 
say? If Charleston gets one, I shall insist cer- 
tainly that Mobile should have a branch mint, a8 
itisa much more important place in many respects 
than Charleston. In Georgia and North Carolina 
there are mints already, but we shall have to es- 
tablish them all over the country. When the 
pone time comes | will vote for a branch mint at 

in Francisco, but this is not the time. Things 
are in that situation that I do not suppose even the 
Senator from Missouri will be disposed to press 
pe establishment 7 oe mint —_ _— At 

e time, an at no very distant day, 
we ee 1 be able to do ion I think ‘i woeld be bet- 
a have eee one = ct in the me and not 

aps to defeat it by linking to it other propos!- 
tions cosiauttilie simi Te clunniinen, but which 


would be more — acted upon separately. 
I am not in favor of * tacking” in this instance. | 


feelings of individuals or the peculiar 
terests of any one city, or in order to 
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do | think that I shall vote for the bill itself. 

Mr. COOPER. IL only desire to say a word in 
reply to the repeated assertion of my friend from 
New York, that the mint at Philadelphia has not 
the capacity. Now, sir, I have from the director 
of the mint the amount coined from the Ist to the 
18th day of the present month, inclusive. The 
amount coined was $1,880,320 in gold, in other 
metals $23,000, making $1,903,320 in eighteen 
days. At this rate there would be coined during 
the month $3,172,200" I will state here that the 
capacity of the mint is said to be equal to the coin- 
ave of $3,500,000 per month. Now I will ask the 
Senate, with these facts before them, whether there 
bea necessity for the establishment of a mint at 
New York, and paying annually, besides the cost 
of erecting suitable buildings atthe beginning, 
eighty or a hundred thousand dollars to keep it 
> ™~ 
There has been an extraordinary state of things 

revailing, a8 | before stated, during the last si- 
months, and in the beginning, owing to circum- 
stances which I need not refer to again, the mint at 

Philadelphia was inadequate to the discharge of its 

duties in such a manner as to satisfy the commercial 

and business men; but the inadequacy has been 
supplied, and they are now in a condition to coin 
all the bullion and gold dust that is sent as quickly 
as itcould be coined if there were even another 
mintat New York; bullion and dust sent there for 
coinage could be coined in twenty-four, or at all 
events in forty-eight hours. 

New York says that there has been but about 

twoor three millions of dollars coined there during 

the present year. 

Mr. DICKINSON. I said that over and above 
the California gold coined there had been not more 
than two millions and a half coined. 

Mr. COOPER. Well, I had misunderstood the 
gentleman. I will state, in further illustration of 
the capacity of the mint in Philadelphia to do all 
that it may be required to do, that in 1847, with 
machinery altogether unequal to what it is now, 
there were coined there eleven millions five hun- 
dred and forty-five thousand two hundred and 
seventy-eight pieces. This embraced, of course, 
both gold, silver, and copper coins. Hereafter 
there will be but little silver and copper coined. If 
these pieces averaged five dollars, that would 
amount to $57,726,390. With these facts before 
them, I leave the Senate to answer whether there 
isany neoeeniay for the establishment of a branch 
mint at New York. 

Mr. WEBSTER. I should be very willing to 
consider the propriety of the establishment of a 
branch mint at Charleston, as a matter by itself. 
] am not quite willing that it should be attached to 
this bill, because it has been stated that the pro- 
ceeding may embarrass the progress of this ques- 
tion. I think it best in such cases that each propo- 
sition should stand or fall on its own merits. There 
isageneral impression in the New England commu- 
nity, | believe, certainly among those with whom 
Tam acquainted, in its commercial relations, that 
there is a propriety in establishing a mint at New 
York. As far as I know, Boston puts in no claim 
for herself, although the quantity of bullion im- 
ported into Boston, for some years past, has been 
quite considerable. But I think there is a senti- 
ment among the commercial classes in Boston, that 
New York, being so near to them, and New York 

being to so great an extent the commercial empo- 
rium of the country, it would be very useful to 
New England and to the country. I am inclined, 
therefore, to vote for the bill for the establishment 
ofa branch mint at New York, and notat all indis- 
co to take up the proposition submited for a 

nch mint at Charleston; but it would be better 
to keep each measure by itself, to stand or fall, ac- 
cording to the judgment of Congress, on its own 
separate merits. 

Mr. SEWARD. Certainly, I am of opinion, 

r. President, that it is very desirable there should 
- a mr init > Sarcniee ae pee a ahgelt 

established as speedily as ible. ve no 

doubt that a t loss iouimeoad by the youthful 
community rising there, which, struggling with so 
many embarrassments, can ill afford the Joss re- 
sulting from the necessity of shipping bullion and 
gold dust to other pr of the world, for the pur- 
pose of coinage. I shall, therefore, be most happ 

on all occasions, after the State of California chal 
have become a member of this Union, or even be- 
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shall not, therefore, vote for the amendment, nor fore that time, while she remains a part of this em- 
‘|| pire, to vote for a branch mint, whenever a bill for 


The gentleman from || 


| that purpose shall come before the Senate. 
| The question of establishing a mint in Charles- 
| ton, is one upon which my mind has Hot been 
| engaged... I am not prepared to ay that I would 
vote, or ought to vote, for the establishment of a 
_ mint at that place; but I am not prepared to say, 
, on the other hand, that | ought not so to vote. | 
| am not particularly informed at this time, of the 
state of mining operations in South Carolina, in 
| Virginia, in Georgia, in Alabama, and elsewhere 
| in the southern portion of the Union, without 
| which an intelligent vote could not begiven. But 
| I submit to those who have offered these amend- 
| ments, whether, if it be their object, as it undoubt- 
edly is, to obtain the separate institutions which 
| they propose, it is not as prudent and as wise—as 
| it certainly is fair and just—to detach them from 
| this bill, which may be overpowered by a com- 
| bined opposition to the whole three measures, 
|| when at least one, and perhaps all of them, might, 
} severally, obtain the favor of the Senate? [ hope, 
|| therefore, that this bill may be put distinctly upon 
|| its own proper merits. And | confess that the 
| very learned and elaborate argument submitted to 
| us some time ago, by the honorable Senator from 
| Missouri, [Mr. Benton,] has so far fortified my 
| own objections to the process of legislative “ tack- 
ing,’’? as to make me more unwilling than ever to 
combine several different and discordant proposi- 
tions in one bill. 
} 








Mr. President, what is the necessity for a mint 
|anywhere? It is for the sole purpose—or, at least, 
| chiefly for the purpose—of saving our mercantile 
| community, and, through them, the whole people, 
| the loss and expense incident to the transportation 

of bullion to foreign mints, for the purpose of being 
coined, and thus converted into money, in which 
shape only the metal is adapted to the uses of com- 
merce as a medium of exchange. The expense of 
assaying and coinage, is an expense which the Gov- 
| ernment ought to bear, and ought to bear freely and 
fully. It is the duty of the Government to perform 





the function of coinage for the citizen, because it 
| assumes to furnish to the citizen the currency 
which he needs, while it excludes him from fur- 
nishing it himself. Our Government undertakes 
to perform this function without seigniorage or 
charge—stipulating only, that the citizen shall sup- 
ply the metal to be assayed and coined. Since the 
Government has assumed itexclusively, they ought 
to perform it in that way which will be least ex- 
pensive to thé mercantile community, and which, 
| of course, will devolve the leastsburden upon the 
| country. 
| Now the commerce of this country and of this 
| continent is concentrated in one port. It is there 
| that money is to be used and employed; it is there 
that bullion and money are to be imported and ex- 
| ported; and it is there that coin, first and princi- 
pally, is to be used as the medium of exchange of 
the productions of all countries and of all climes. 
Where, then, ought to be the mint which furnishes 
this medium of exchange? If anywhere, it ought 
to be as near as possible to the wharves from 
which it is to be exported, and where it is to be 
imported, and where the exchanges of which it is 
the agent are to be made. It ought to be there, 
instead of being, as it now is, at a distance of one 
hundred miles from the place where ita functions 
are to be performed. Every argument which can 
| be brought for maintaining that the mint of the 
| chief commercial port of the Union should be lo- 
| cated at a distance of one hundred miles from its 
| wharves, would apply with equal justice and equal 
| force in favor of transferring the seat of the collec- 
| tion of the customs to the same distance. So that, 
| according to this principle, we ought to have our 
|| custom-houses in Philadelphia for transacting the 
mercantile business of the city of New York. 
The argument of the Senator from Maryland 
(| [Mr. reste conceded the whole point, when he 
| said that, if the question was in the first instance 
upon establishing a mint for the United States, 
the convenience of trade, he should think, would 
be a conclusive argument for locating it in the city 
of New York. And the argument of the Senator 
from Pennsylvania (Mr. Cooper] brings us to 
| precisely the same conclusion, when he says, that 
| if a mint shall be established in New York, the 
| institatien in Philadelphia will expire, notwith- 
omnes it is su by the patronage and fa- 
vor of the Government, and all the commercial in- 
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terests of that great and flourishing city. We are 
told, indeed, by the Senator from Maryland, that 
at most there can be but an expense of thirty 
thousand dollars a year to be saved to the mer- 
cantile community by the establishment of a mint 
at New York. I say, sir, with all due deference, 
that even that expense is more than the Gevern- 
ment has a right to impose upon the commercial 
community, inasmuch as the Government has un- 
dertaken to furnish coin, and commerce requires 
that the expense of furnishing it should be made 
as small as possible. But who can tell us the 
| amount of loss that is sustained by the exporta- 
tation of bullion, and even unassayed gold dust, 
| to Europe, to avoid the loss, risk, and delay of 
transportatinn to and from Philadelphia for pur- 
poses of coinage? 

Mr. President, let us meet a great question 
directly and justly. The mint was rightly estab- 
lished in Philadelphia. When it was established 
there, the commerce of the country was there. 
| But now commerce has changed its haunts. The 
commerce of the country has concentrated, and 








the commerce of the world is concentrating, at 
New York. The Government must accommodate 
itself to the change of times and of circumstances, or 
maintain a conflict in which it must be overborne. 
Sooner or later we shal! come to this conclusion— 
the sooner, of course, the safer and more wise. | 
say nothing to the prejudice of Philadeiphia, noth- 
| ing in hostility to its interests or its commerce, or 

to the mint established there. Let it sland and 
| perform all the functions required of kt. But let 
| us, at the same time, provide for the performance 
of those same functions where they have become 
| necessary, and even absolutely indispensable, 

Mr. PRATT. The subject embiaced in the 
bill of the Senator from Missouri is one on which 
| have reflected before I came here, and | desire 
| now to say a few words, which are the result of 
that reflection. I think it will be altogether inju- 
| dicious and impolitic to establish a branch mint at 
| this time in California. The great object which 
| it seems to me we should have in view, in looking 
to that distinct territory, is to connect it wiih us 
as much as we can by commercial and every other 
relationship of interest which we may be able to 
throw around it. Now, sir, if.a branch mint ia 
| established in California, the result will be that 
all the gold found there will be coined there, and 
thence it would go for distribution from the owners 
of it throughout the world. As | am informed, it 
appears that three-fourths of the gold found in 
California now goes to other sections of the world 
| besides the United States. The major part of it 
goes to England, and is there coined. Jt has ap- 
peared to me that if an office of assay were estab- 
lished in California, with the power given to the 
assay Officer, when gold is deposited, and its value 
ascertained, to issve to the owner of the gold a 
certificate of deposit, which would be payable in 
some other part of the United States, it would 
have two results, both of which would be benefi- 
cial to the country. In the first place, it would 
insure that all the gold which was mined in Cali- 
| fornia would be brought to the United States for 
distribution; and, in the second place, it would be 
a great benefit to those engaged in the mines, 
because they would be able, at much less expense 
| to themselves, to transmit to the United States— 
the point to which most of them would desire to 
send it—al] the gold which they might mine. 

Such an arrangement would enable those who are 
engaged in commerce there to make their business 
transactions with New York or Philadelphia at 
less expense than could be done in any other way, 
because they could transmit such ceriificates much 
| more readily than they could send the gold itself. 
| You would, therefore, insure necessarily a com- 
mercial connection on the part of this distant ter- 
ritory of ours with their own countrymen, which 
they would undoubtedly prefer to any connection 
with any other part of the world. And it would 
| be beneficial to this part of the United States by 
| making it, as a necessary law resulting from this, 

that all the gold mined there should be brought to 
| the United States, because no one who had gold in 

California, who could have it transmitied at a tri- 
fling cost, and who wished to transmit it, would 
object to having it transmitted in that way. 

Wow, sir, there would be no inconvenience re- 
sulting to the United States if = of that kind 
were adopted. I| have suggested this to a member 
of the Commitiee on Finance, and it appears to 
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me that no difficulty would oceur to the United | in the sixth line, the words ‘ and assaying offices.” | Mr. MANGUM. f gave the vote which 1 ™ : 
States by such an arrangement, because they could || [ move so to amend it. just now with great reluctance, and | am me — J 
issue such a certificate as would enable the United | ‘The question was then taken on thisamendment, || but that I voted wrong. That appears to he the the 
States officer in California to send the gold, and || and it was adopted. feeling of several gentleman who voted vhs te e res 
have it worded so that it would become payable at The question then recurred on the adoption of || way that | did, and who, if they had had a litte 
the end of six months, or whatever time may be || the amendment of Mr. Benton asamended. The | more time to consider the matter, would probable 7 
necessary for its transportation. The gold itself || yeas and nays having been ordered, they were as || have voted differently. 1 think it would be bene the 
would be brought to the United States, and, from || follows: | to postpone the further consideration of this bi) e 
the point where it might be coined, would be dis- || yEAS—Mekers. Bell, Benton, Bradbury, Rright, Clarke, || I now move that when the Senate adjourns, it ad. po 
tributed throughout the country. ! therefore hope | ow: Cooper, “> Karte of Mirsienippl, mapenn, Dodge || journ to meet on Monday next. » Ht ad. fra 
i iti || of irconsin, odge of fowa, owns, Feich, Foote, || » 

that this Proposition, for the establishment of a Il SSeeene’ Haale, Hamlin, Hapetnn. Hunter, Malton, Situason, Mr. DICKINSON. That being a debatable th 
branch mint in California, may not be adopted at || Underwood. and Whitcomb—24. | subject, I wish to say aword. I think we had sis 
this'time. It appears to me that these reflections || NWAVS—Messre. Atchison, Badger, Baldwin, Berrien, || better try to get this bill out of committee to-¢ th 
are worthy of the consideration of the Senate. || Rerland, Butler, as “aT a Bisoenvinnetn, _ If this motion is to be reconsidered, it can be tas, th 

The question was then taken on the amendment erent heey: Smith, "Brargeon, “Turney,” Upham, on the spot. Debate has been had, and we aij 
of Mr. Burren, and, the yeas and nays having || waiker, Webster. and Yulee—25. | know now what the question is; but if it be post. 
been ordered, resulted as follows: So the amendment was not agreed to. | poned toa future day, it will all have to be gone fi 

YE\S—Mesers. Badger, Bell, Benton, Berrien, Borland, || Mr. WEBSTER. I wish to say to the honor- ! over again; and, although there may be no jm. 
Butier, Corwin, Davis of Missis«ippi, Dawson, Dodge of || nhle members from Missouri and Mississippi that | propriety in reconsidering the vote, I know the tb 
we Pune, Hou, Beate, — Morton, Pearce, || | yoted against the amendment proposing the es- || difficulty of gaining the attention of the Senate if 

rnance, Turney, and Underwood—19. : ; : ‘ p Perey rt A 

eee set Atchison, Baldwin, Bradbury, Bright, | tablishment of a mint in California because I || this bill is postponed. t a 
Chase. Clay, Coop r Davis of Masxachusetts, Dayton, Dick. || thonght it would embarrass the whole question . Mr. UNDERWOOD. I wish to ask a ques. h 
itson, Dodge of Wiseonsi , Downs, Fel h, Greene, Hale, || and cause h great deal of dispute. T am in favor, | tion of the Chair, the answer to which will, per. } 
a Sones One eee ee ee aan || however, of establishing assay offices, as many | haps, regulate my conduct hereafter. 1 am op- p 
ae we . si as may be necessary, and I think a proposition || posed to the establishment of a mint in New York, 

. ‘ soa of that kind would meet with general concur- || and ee of a establishment of one in Califor. I 

Girma amendment was rejented. || rence. /nia. I want to know whether it is in order to 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question now Mr. MANGUM. I entirely concur with the || move to strike out all after the enacting clause, and t 
recurs on the amendment offered by the Senator || view just expressed by the Senator from Massa- || insert the amendment offered by the Senator from 








from Missouri, [Mr. Bewron,] and on that amend- 
ment the veas and nays have been ordered. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. Mr. President, 
I have been, from the time we acquired this terri- | 


\| chusetts. IT voted against this amendment with || Missouri? 
tory, at least from the time that we commenced 
| 


creat reluctance, because I feel the great necessity || The VICE PRESIDENT. It is not now in 
which exists for the establishment of assaying || order. It will be hereafter. 

offices in California, but I do not see the necessity Mr. UNDERWOOD. Then I give notice that 
of establishing a mint there. || hereafter | will make that motion. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. I am sorry to Mr. MANGUM. I move to postpone the 
differ with the distinguished gentlemen on the other || further consideration of this subject till Monday 
side of the Chamber on this point. I think nowis || next, at half past twelve o’clock. 
| the time to establish a mint. We have delayed Mr. BRADBURY. I wish to make a single 
| too long to perform those functions which devolved || suggestion. It has already been suggested by the 
| upon us after the accession of the territory, and it || Senator from Kentucky to move to amend by pre- 
| is because we have not peftformed those functions, || senting the amendment orginally presented by the 
n 8 for || heeause we have left them without those provisions || Senator from Missouri, in the place of the original 
assaying the goid found there. But if a,mint is || t which they were entitled at our hands, that they || bill. I was just abeut to submit the same proposi- 
established there—and I am not sure at what point have taken upon themselves the power of forming || tion, and I think we might take the vote upon it 
it should be—if it should be established it cannot | a government, and one of the very things which || now. I hope, therefore, before the question is 


working these mines, anxious for the establish- 
ment of a mint and sach assaying offices as may 





be necessary to secure the interest of the miners, | 
and to secure the benefit of the mining operations 

of California so far as might be to the commerce | 
of the United States. { am in favor now of the | 
establishment of a mint, and if that may not be, | 
at least of the establishment of two offices for | 





be at any point which is within striking distance they wished to attain was a mint, so as to be re- || taken on this postponement, we will take the vote 
of both the important mines of California. These |{ lieved from those evils which every miner in Cali- || on this question. 

mines exist in the courses of two rivers, running || fornia now feels. We have been derelict in our The motion to postpone was agreed to. 

the one from the north and the other from the || duty to the people of California. We have not Mr. DICKINSON. I move to reconsider the 
south. These rivers meet together at the great || met the obligations which were imposed upon ua || vote postponing the further consideration of this 
port of San Francisco, where this mint is pro- || by the treaty with Mexico, to provide government || subject, and I do so merely for the purpose of an 
posed to be established. This is not, however, || for the people of these territories, and with that || explanation. J am in favor of some arrangement 
carrying the mint to the mines, but the gold to the || government also to establish custom-houses and || by which California shall have an assaying office, 
mint, and carrying it a good way in both cases. || jight-houses, and other conveniences and require- || and [ am ready to go for it now, in its most liberal 
| ments which theeople had a right toexpect from || form. I voted against it here because I wished 
| a Government holding a guardian care over them. || that this bill should stand upon its own merits, 
|| Mr. DAWSON. I wish to make one ov two || and not be connected with anything else. I with- 
I propose to amend the amendment offered by | obsetvations on this bill. It is now the original || draw my motion to reconsider. 

the Senator from Missouri in the following man- question, as | understand it; and we should pre- || On motion, the Senate then adjourned. 


So far asl have been able to learn, the gold lies 


in a valley which never approaches that coast, and 
is from ten to twenty miles wide. 





ner: after the word “silver,” in the third line of || sent all the considerations which have been sug- et 

the first section, insert the words “* and twoassay- || gested fairly to our minds, and say whether dere HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
ing offices, one at Stockton, on the San Josquin, || is now, in our various mints in the United States, Monpbay, May 27, 1850. 

and the other at Sacramento, on the river of that '| sufficient capacity for coining all the bullion and The Journal of Friday was read. 

name; the object being to bring the assaying || foreign coin that shall be brought within the limits 

Offices to the neighborhood of the mines, to the | of the country? That is the question. 1 think 
vicinity of the miners, where the dust may be sub- || there is no Senator who will deny the ¢apacity of 
mitted to the assayer and cast into bars prior to || the mints to discharge that duty. Now, sir, what 
the gold being sent to the mint, wherever that || are we seeking todo? To make an appropriation, 


may be, The first amendment which [ propose || first, of ahout $500,000, to build a mint in the city 
will be to strike out the word * one,”’ in the eighth | 


section, and to substitute the word * two,” so as 
to make it ** two assayers.” wos | 
The question was taken on the amendment, and | 


{ 





Mr. SACKETT rose to a privileged question. 
He saw by the report of the proceedings of Friday, 
in the Globe, upon the final passage of the bill for 
the increase of the army, he was not recorded as 
voting. He had voted in the negative, and desired 





of New York; and then we will have to appropriate rhe meer. amended to state the fact, and 
from eighty to one hundred thousand dollars an- ae 


nually to sustain it. Now, who applies for this? 
The people of the United States? Of what import- 


as corrected, was approved, 


LIST OF PATENTS. 


it wae agreed to. Mr. MOREHEAD desired to offer a resolution, 


} ance is it to the people of the United States? : 7 ; 
Mr. DAVIS. 1 further move to amend the | None in the world; because they have niachine which he thought would meet with the unanimous 

amendment by changing the word ‘ assayer,” in || coextensive with every demand of this kind that || Consent of the House. 

the 13th line of the same section, to “ assayers.”’ can be made upon them The resolution was read, as followa: 


y Resolved: That the Commissioner of Patents be, and he is 
ig ioemees pall une of the Senator hereby, directed to furnish to.each member and delegate of 


Se Te : pele a : this Houge, three copies of the * List of Pate nts for inven- 
from Mississippi, if two separate buildings will be tions and designs isened by the United States, from 1790 to 
required for the assayers? 


1847, with the patent laws and notes of the decisions of the 
r. DAVIS. Of course, buildings and ma- 


courts of the United States, for the same period ; compiled 
chinery will be required at each place, and | sup- 


and published under the direction of Edmund Burke, Com- 
pose it will eost at least ten thousand dollars at inissioner of Patents 2’ Provided, No expense be incurred 
each place. 


for reprinting. 
Me BENTON. It is not necessary to alter the 


But the Senator from New York, on my right, 
(Mr. Sewarp,] alleges that the mercantile interest 
of the State of ‘New York loses annually, in the 
transmission of bullion from New York to Phila- 
delphia, the sum of $30,000; and to save them from 
the payment of that amount of money, you are to 
tax the whole people of the United States from 
eighty to one hundred thousand dollars annually, 
besides the ,000 required for the erection of a 
building, his appears to me to be whoily unne- 


Mr. CONGER suggested to the gentleman from 
Kentucky the propriety of modifying the resolu- 
tion so as to give the books to the new members 
only, the work having been received by gentlemen 
who were members of the last Congress. 

Mr. MOREHEAD said he preferred the reso- 
th. try was $13,000,000, and when there was, of that || lution in the present form, because, although fur- 

Mr. DAVIS. It my be necessary, to prevent || amount, nearly seven millions sent to Philadelphia || nished during the last — 
further questions, to amend the amendment in the || for coinage, the experise of the transmission was The SPEAKER interposed, and inquired if there 
first section by inserting after the word “ branch,”’ || only $5,474. : ’ |} was objection to the resolution ? 


amount. Fifty thousand dollars was the amount | 

estimated for one assay office at San Francisco; || cessary, to say the least of it. 

but as it is proposed to establish two offices in'the | Mr. COOPER. 1 will just observe that in 1848, 
interior, the game amount may be sufficient for || when the amount of gold imported into this coun- 





z= 


re so = 
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1850. 


NES objected. - 

Mr. OS NEHIEAD anid. he would move, then, 
shat the rules be suspended for the reception of the 
resolution. 

CHARGES--THE ACTING DOORKEEPER. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is of opinion that 
the motion to suspend the rules is not in order 

nding the business before the House. The re- 

rt made by the gentleman from Ohio (Mr. Ops] 
from the select committee, appointed to investigate 
the charges preferred by the gentleman from Mis- 
sissippi (Mr. Brown] against the Doorkeeper of 
the House, having been postponed to this day, is 
the first business in order. 

That report being before the House— : 

Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi, obtained the 
foor and offered the following resolution: 

-ed, T opert E. Hornor, acting Doorkeeper of 
aa iol he is hereby, dedaleced " 

Mr. BROWN said he had been requested by 
several gentlemen to ask the previous question; 
he would not, however, but would leave for the 
House to dispose of the subject at their own 

jeasure. 


Mr. CHANDLER. Do I understand that that 
resolurion is now before the House? 

The SPEAKER said the resolution of the gen- 
eman from Mississippi was in order. 

Mr. CHANDLER. I will move to lay the 
whole subject on the table, if Lean have the priv- 
ilege of saying something first, He said: 

Mr. Speaker, 1 cannot think that this House 
has any desire, as | am sure it has no interest in 
any debate upon the question now reproduced, 
While the world is occupied with considering the 
induence and prevaleice of liberal principles— 
while the nation is gazing at the movements against 
Cuba—the people distracted with attempts to set- 
tle boundaries and to give governments to vast 
territories which we have acquired by conquest or 
treaty—the House of Representatives of this great 
nation is gravely debating the question of its Door- 
keeper’s righte—spending its time, and wasting its 
eloquence, a8 to the position of its janitor, or, as 
he is denominated, the acting Doorkeeper. It is 
true that he is not even elected to his office, but 
holds it ** nostra gratia,”” Undoubtedly a question 
of such importance demands our attention, and 
will secure our devotion. 

The charges against Mr. Hornor are, first, that 
he dismissed a page without sufficient cause. 
Look at the Senate, and see what that gtave body 
thinks of dismissal from office. 1 do not know 
what constitutes cause, but | suppose that general 
disapproval may be allowed to be a cause. But 
the honorable gentleman from Mississippi speaks 
ina spirit of true chivalry of the oppression ex- 
hibted by the Doorkeeper using the influence of 
his office to a an humble page. It would 
bea manifest wrong, if the Doorkeeper had done 
that; but does not the honorable gentleman See 
that he is incarring the same charge? May it not 
be said that he is using the influence of his high 
posiion—the Executive of a great State—the leader 
of one branch of the National Legislature, and re- 
spected byeall—to crush the poor Doerkeeper of 
this House? [cannot impute a spirit of persecu- 
tion to the honorable gentleman, but | certainly 
do not see how the position of the member is more 
tenable than that of the Doorkeeper. 

Another charge is, that the acting Doorkeeper 
appointed and kept in place his brother. Mr. 
Speaker, nepotism is the common fault of elevated 
officers. The charge was first instituted, I believe, 
against en elevated officer who keeps “the keys,” 
and has no children; and it seems to be natural 
that our Doorkeeper, who is also childless, should 
suffer by a similar imputation. 

Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi, (Mr. Cuanpier 
yielding the fluor for explanation,) said the charge 
against the Doorkeeper was not for employing an 
assistant because he was his brother; but for 
giving a false certificate: tc the effect that he was 
performing his duties here as assistant Doorkeeper, 
while in fact he was absent from the city, filling 
an office in Wisconsin, and actually performing 
the duties pertaining to that office. ~ 

Mr. CHANDLER resumed. He recollected 
that this charge of nepotism had been made on a 
oe occasion in Sie House, and he know also 

Cit was alleged & system prevai'ing to a 
greater extent in another ay Panes. waee 
other small charges, but he believed they were 
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principally abandoned. I cannot answer the other 
charge, that Mr. Hornor made some promises to 
members touching the appointment of pages, 
which he did not fulfill. Sir, where is the dispenser 
of official favors that does not suffer by such a 
charge? 
matters, has done nothing that the example of his | 
betters will not justify, and he must suffer with | 
the great whom he has imitated. 
my hand a paper, which I ask the Clerk to read; 
it will answer the charges against Mr. Hornor, | 
and deewty his conduct. 

The House having refused to print the evi- || 
dence and report of the Committee of Investiga- 
tion upon the charges preferred against its Door- |) 
keeper, the following statement, abbreviated from | 
the same, is respectfully submitted for the inform- | 
ation of these who have hag no opportunity of 
knowing the details of the case: 


Mr. Hornor, in this as in the other 
But | hold in 


The Clerk read: 


‘* In reply to the charge of retaining his brother 


in office during the last recess, &c., the evidence 
shows: 

** First. That R. E. Hornor retained but fico | 
persons, the same number as in the previous Con- | 
gress, to take charge of the Hall, and air the com- 
mittee rooms, books ,and furnitere, although in 
consequence of the painting of all the roams and 
Hall for the first time in twenty years, the white- | 
washing and cleaning, removing the furniture, &e., | 
much more work was required to be done during 
the last recess than during former recesses. 


“J.T. Clements, who was brought to sustain 


the charges against the Doorkeeper, swears, ‘ the | 
number retained (by R. E. Hornor,) was not greater 
than was kept during the recess of the preceding 
Congress.’ 
that there was more work done during the last, 
than previous recesses. 


He and several other witnesses prove, 


© The practice under former Doorkeepers was, 


that the officers agreed amongst themselves, to do 
each other’s work during absence.’ 


** Second. That although it has been customary, 
for many yeara, as proved by several witnesses, 
for a portion of the foree about the Capitol, and 
the offices and departments at Washington, to be 


absent some weeks or months during the hot 


weather, without hiring a substitute, yet that R. E. 
Hornor required his brother and every one else who 


absented himself, first to provide for having all his 
work performed during his absence, and that with. 
out any expense to the Government. 


In proof of 
this, Mr. Clements swears: 


‘©¢ Mr. Hornor is the only Doorkeeper, within 
‘the last ten years, who has required every officer 


‘ who absents himself from the service, first to em- | 


‘ ploy a substitute to do his work in his absence, 
‘and to pay him out of his own funds.’’ 
** Charles W. Stewartagreed to have Thomas C. 


Hornor’s work done for him during his absence. | 
T. C. H. authorized Mr. Clements to pay Stewart 


for the same. C, W. S:ewart sweara: 

‘¢* The Government did not pay anything to any one 
‘else, in consequence of the absence of Thomas C. 
‘Hornor, and all the work was done that would 


* have been dane if he had remained’’—alao, that | 


no partiality waa shown to Thomas C. Horner, 
“J, W. Morehead, the paying clerk of the 
House, being sworn, states, in substance, that the 


Messengers of the Clerk, Sergeant-at-Arma. Door- | 


keeper, and Postmaster, receive all their pay 


throuch the paying clerk’s office, by cheeks drawn || 


with the approbation of the Clerk of the House, and 
signed by him—and he swears positively that ‘R. 
© E Hornor could not have draon any money on any 
‘ kind of certificate; either true or false, in favor of 
‘his brother, or any other person, without its 
‘ passing through the handa of the paying clerk of 
‘the House of Representatives,’ and with the 


sanetiongf the Clerk of the House: * that mea- | 
‘sengera helonging to other departments of the | 


‘ House of Representatives received their pay in 
‘the same way [that Thomas C. Hornor did,} at 
‘times when they were absent from this city.’ 
‘One of the Clerk’s messengers was absent from 
‘some time in April till the 30th. of November, 
‘ (much longer than T. C. Hornor wae,) and re- 
‘ ceind his regular pay all the time.’ 


‘s Third. Theevidence further shows, that during | 
the absence of T. C. Hornoe himself, wife, and | 
| family were, during the prevalenee of the cholera, 


for a considerable time, seriously id, and that he 
had not entirely recovered from his illnesa when 
he returned to hia duties here in the fall. 


“‘ The evidence of the Hon, Daniel B. King, of | 


| Massachusetts, chairman of the Committee of Ac- 
|| counts, shows that it has been the invariable prae- 
tice of Congress to pay its officers when sick, with- 
|| out the officer being required to pay or employ any 
| substitute. 





** HOW HIS DUTIES WERE DISCHARGED. 
“In further justification of R. E. Hornor, and 
|| as evidence of the ‘ careful, economical, and faith- 
| ful manner’ in which he has discharged the duties 
| of Doorkeeper, Mr. King, who has been chairman 


\| of the Commitee of Accounts during the whole 
time Mr. Hornor has been an officer of the House 
|| of Representatives, states * that all the accounts 
|| ‘ofthe Doorkeeper pass under the supervision and 
| * allowance of that committee;’ * that Mr. Hornor 
i has been a careful and economical servant of the 
| * House, and not willing that any money should 
|| *beimproperly expended.’ * He has manifested 
|| a general desire to abridge the expenses of the 
| * House in his particular department—in the fold- 
| ‘ing room, funeral expenses, and other things." 
| «That the committee had great confidence in Mr. 
* Hornor, as a correct and faithful agent of the 
| *Government.’ That the question of his brother's 
| absence (and also one of the Clerk’s measengera, 
| who was absent longer than T. C. Hornor) was 
|| before the committee, and after an examination of 
| evidence it was dropped by the committee, 

** In further evidence of the economy and basi- 
|| ness improvement adopted by the present Door- 
| keeper, the evidence of Mr. Clements shows, from 
|| the records of the House and the folding rom, 
that over ONE MILLION more documents, speeches, 
|| &c., were received amd folded during the two 
| years that R. E. Hornor has been in office, than 
|| the whole four years preceding, and at less thin 
|| half the expense; thereby saving some THOUSANDS 
| of dollars instead of squandering a few hundred, 
| as the charge against him might seem to imply. 

| “ HOLDING TWO OFFICES JUSTIFIED BY CONGRESS, 

**In reply to the last clause of the charge, that 

T. C. Hernor held two offices. It has never been 

denied that, for a few months, he did hold, (by the 

appointment of the Secretary of the Treasury, 

but not by R. E. Hornor’s appointment,) a second 
| paltry office, the pay of both of which together 
| did not amount to the emoluments of a subor- 
| dinate clerkship of this House or the Senate, 
| The duties of the second office the Government 
| authorized and gave him wrillen permission to have 
|| performed by a substitute. For all of which R. Ey 

Hornor is certainly not responsible. He did not 
| give him the second appointment, or leave of ab- 
i} sence from it. T.C. Hornor has months since 
resigned the appointment he held under the Door- 
|| keeper; he holds but one now, and that pays him 
|| less than one dollar per day. 
| ** But why single out this solitary case for in- 
| vestigation, when it has been usual, for more than 
|| forty years, for the same individual to hold two 
| or more Government offices at the same time, and 
| receive pay for both to the amount of THOU<ANDS 
of dollars, instead of a few hundred? And Con- 
| grese sanctions the same yearly, by voung the 
| pay of these officers, 
| The.collectors of New York and Boston each 
| hold two or more offices; the pay of one ie $6,000, 
| the other $400. As also the Superintendent of the 
| Coast Survey, whose salary is $4 500, and he re- 
ceives $1,500 more as Superintendent of Weights 
|} and Measures. The Blue Book and records of 
the Treasury Department show many other cases 
of less arnounts. 

In 1822 a committee was raised in Congress 
| to investigate the subject of holding hiro offices, 
land after a thorough examination of numerous 
| cases, it was sanctioned by Congress. 

“THE TWO REMAINING CHARGES, 

*©On the charge that R. B. Hornor bad * made 
false statements in regard w the manner of dis- 
charging his official duties’— 

** This charge appears to have been virtually 
, abandoned, with but a slight effort to sustain it by 
| a single witness, whilst thece is strong evidence to 
| offset against that one, by the testimony of highly 
'| respectable members of Congress of both parues= 
in favor of Mr. Hornor. 

“ The committee report, that ' the evidence pre- 
sented in-support of this charge shuwa notuing 
| *more than that Mr. Horner was much impor- 
| ‘tuned in relation to the appointment of the 
'| ‘of the House, and feeling hia situation embur- 
| + rassing, 00 he was only a tengnt af will, made 


| 


| 
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‘ments; which not being able to fulfill, the com- 
‘ mittee gre of opinion that the charge is not sus- 
* tained. 

“In regard to the next charge, ‘ that he has dis- 
missed a page without cause,’ ample evidence is 
given by a large number of witnesses, to show 
that there was more than sufficient cause for the re- 
moval of the page, before he was dismissed. 

** The committee report, on the charge—‘ that he 


has dismissed a page without cause,’ ‘is wlterly || 


without foundation.’ The page in question, as ap- 
pears from the concurrent testimony of nearly all 
the witnesses, was an inattentive and troublesome 
boy, and had given Mf. Hornor ‘ abundant reason 
for dismissing him.’ 

“The report then proceeds with a long state- 
ment of conflicting testimony in relation to a report 
of the taking of three or four pair ef gloves by one 
of the pages, at Mr. Calhoun’s funeral—too unim- 
portant to be repeated, or to occupy the attention 
of Congress. 

“ summary, &c. 
vs The whole case may be briefly summed up 
thus: 

“Ist. Although more work was to be done 
during the last recess, yet no more force was em- 
ployed, that no extra expense was incurred by the 
Government in consequence of Thomas C. Hor- 
nor’s absence. 

#24. Although it had not been usual for absentees 
to employ substitutes, yet R. E. Hornor required a 
SUBSTITUTE to be employed in all cases of absence, 
without any extra expenseto the Government. 

** 3d. Sickness has always been deemed by Con- 
gress a justifiable excuse for absence. 

‘4th. Although R. E. Hornor did not give his 
brother a second office, and should not be censured 
for what was done by others—yet, 

‘* 5th. Congress and the Government have long 
sanctioned persons holding rwo or more offices 
at the same time. 

**6th. The committee and the evidence fully 
exonerate R. E. Hornor from both the remaining 
charges. 

** In conclusion, it remains only to be said, that 
the Doorkeeper’s position has been made suffi- 


ciently uncomfortable by the long, continued, and |) 


untiring efforts of interested persons to displace 
the present incumbent, but he will still indulge 
the hope that (all parliamentary attempts having 
failed) these efforts are not to be finally crowned 
with success by fixing an undeserved stigma upon 
his private and official character. 
** STATEMENT OF WORK AND THE COST. 

‘* The statement of the work done, and the ex- 
pense of the same, during the past six years, as 
shown by the Clerk’s official report of the expenses 


of the House of Representatives, and the books of || 


the Folding Room, is a fair exhibit of the good 
management and economy of Mr. Hornor, the 
present Doorkeeper. 


During the 28th Congress there was received 


and folded of Public Documents, Speeches, &c., || 


3,260,000, at a cost of............ + $4,944 15 
Daring the 29th Congress 2,362,000, at 

OE WEL vi Cath uss cass 3 theo 5h ss 48O 10 
During the 30th Congress 6,896,000, at 

ROOM Of, cod derecsccressencecoese 4557 @ 

*¢ Thus it will be seen that at the same ratio paid 
for folding in the 29th Congress, the folding of 
6,896,000 copies of the 30th Congress, would have 
cost the Government.......... cakeban ad $12,982 
Whereas, by care and good management 

they only COSt....eercecesseesecesers 4,557 
Thus showing a clear saving in this 

branch of R. E. Hornor’s department; 

te WE. ss a avin sip vey 0408s 00 Cane tee “ee 

* The above statement also shows that there 
have been 1,271,000 more copies folded during the 
last two years (30:h Congress) than in both the 
23th and 29th, (four years,) and for less than one- 
half of the expense. 

“These facts are taken from the records, and 
eertainly contrast very favorably for the present 
Doorkeeper. 

** House or Representatives, U. S., 

“ Washington, 1850.’” 

Ido not think that it is worth while to add 
another word. For this House to pursue the sub- 

t, would be to lessen its dignity, and to secure 
to iteelf the charge of persecution. Mr. Hornor 
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‘some implied promises in relation to appoint- | 
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tae bay 27, 
is evidently innocent of every act of official mis- |; committee, and the facts are before the Bites. 7 


_ conduct, and I hope, after this defence, will be || am profoundly indifferent as to what dis 





| allowed, like his illustrious namesake, _may be made of them. If honorable peti 
osiak tis did enemas: think this too small a matter to arrest or Chraee 

Eating his Christmas pie,” | their attention, let them vote accordingly, °° 
| and discharge the duties of this high office, and | I felt, when first moving in this business, that 


enjoy the dignity of doorkeeper. it was a small matter—a small business so far as 
| Mr. INGE said that if the gentleman from || related to the amount of money involved. I knew 
Pennsylvania would yield the floor, he would || that higher officers had been ompy On trial on 
move to lay the whole subject on the table. | charges involving larger sums; but | saw a pring). 
Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi, expressed awish || ple involved in thiscase. An officer of the House, 
| to say « few words in reply to a single point in the } under the eye of the House, had been guilty of a 
remarks of the gentleman from Pennsylvania. || fraud upon the Treasury, to a small amount, it jy 
Mr. CHANDLER said, certainly he would || true—only a few hundred dollars; but still it was 
yield the floor, to allow the gentleman from Mis- || & fraud, and I wanted to see it punished—not in 
sissippi an opportunity for explanation. | spirit of persecution, but in a spirit of stern jus- 
Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi, said: But for an || tice. i 
intimation from the gentleman from Pennsylvania, If five hundred dollars may be drawn from the 
{[Mr. Cuanpier,] that I had instituted this inves- Treasury on a false certificate, why may not as 
tigation in a spirit of perseeution against the Door- || many thousand be drawn in the same way? 
| keeper, I certainly should not ask the further in- And, if you allow your servants, acting under your 
dulgence of the House. That gentleman knows || eye, to do this, what right have you to complain if 
but little of the motives which govern my conduct, || others do the same thing? If Hornor gets five hun. 
if he supposes me capable of persecuting any one, || dred dollars on a false certificate of services per. 
or of making an attempt. to do so. It was pre- formed, when he knew perfectly w ell that no service 


| cisely because I thought the Doorkeeper had used || Was performed, why may not every other officer 
| the power which he held, not by the consent, but || set the like or a greater sum? If Congress winks 


| by the forbearance of this House, to persecute a || at conduct like this when performed under its own 








| boy, that I was in fact induced to demand this in- || €ye, what right have we to expect officers and 
| vestigation. When I saw the whole power of the || Government agents elsewhere to be faithful to 
| Doorkeeper exerted to crush a child, and that un- || their trusts? ; ‘ : 

| der the weight of a grave criminal charge, and ||. | am now done with this subject: my duty has 
|| when I saw that child struggling to regain his po- been performed; the matter is submitted to the de- 





| sition, and to reéstablish his character—it was, I 
| say, when I saw this, that] gave wayto the im- 
| pulses of my nature, and took sides with the boy 
against the man. If there is one impulse of my 


cision of the House; and, as the gentleman from 
Alabama [Mr. Ince] has intimated his purpose to 
move to lay the subject on the table, I give notice 
that I shall ask the yeas and nays. I want to place 
my vote on the record against smothering frauds 











heart which I obey rather than another, it is that || " ‘ 
| which always prompts me to take sides with the like this. : ; 
weak against the strong. If there is any merit in Mr. CHANDLER said that he certainly had 
this transaction, it shall be mine to have inter- ee intention to impute to the gentleman from 
posed, however feebly, to resene that boy from the || Mississippi any purpose beyond what he deemed 
clutches of his persecutor. To others may belong 
| the more profitable work of vindicating a gray- 
| haired man, who has attempted to crush a de- 
| fenceless child under the weight of a criminal ac- 
| curation. 
I persecute the Doorkeeper! In all my life, sir, 
| T never persecuted the meanest of God’s creatures. 
My past life has been dedicated, as I trust*the 
| future may be, to the service of mankind. I 
neither persecute any man, nor stand idly by and 
see any man persecuted. The charge of the hon- 
orable gentleman is repelled. 
In regard to the graver matters involved in this 
| investigation, if gentlemen choose so to regard 
| them, I have a single word to say. If there is 
| one member of this House who does not know 
the Doorkeeper to be guilty, it is simply because 
he has not chosen to look into the testimony which | 
has Jain on your table for the last week. It is 
| proven beyond all denial or dispute that the Door- 
keeper did make a false certificate, by virtue of 
which his brother drew his per diem allowance for |} Doty, A. Evans, N. Evans, Fowler, Freedley, Gentry, Gid- 
six consecutive months, at the rate of two and a half || dings, Goodenow, Gott, Gould, Grinnell, Hailoway, Hamp- 
| dollars per day. It was false in this, that it stated || t0") Hay, Haymond, Hebard, Henry, Hilliard, Holladay, 


his brother to have been here in the discharge of || Kine "A. King, ?. King, Le Sere, Horace Mann, Marsha 
his duties, when it was perfectly well known || McKi-sock, Meacham, Morehead, Newell, Ogle, Otis, Out- 


that he was not here: that he was in fact in Wis- || law, Owen, heme Putnam, Reed, Reynolds, Risley, Rose, 
> 


and the opinions of my friend from Mississippi, [ 
move to Jay the whole subject on the table. [ trust 
the motion will be acceptable to the House. 

Mr. BROWN, of Tcuaaa asked the yeas 
and nays; which were ordered. 

Mr. McMULLEN appealed to the gentleman 
from AjJabama [Mr. Ince] to withdraw the 
motion to lay on the table, to allow him to make 
a few remarks, 

Mr. INGE said the very object of the motion 
was to cut off debate upon this subject. He 
thought the House understood it. It was too 
small a matter to engage its attention. 

The question was taken, and decided in tho 
affirmative—yeas 96, nays 68; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Alexander, Allen, Andrews, Ashmun, 
Baker, Beale, Bennett, Bingham, Bocock, Bokee, Bowie, 
Briggs, Brooks, Burrows, (hester Butler, J. P. Caldwell, 


Calvin, Campbell, Casey, Chandler, Clarke, Clingman, Cole, 
Conger, Conrad, Corwin, Crowell, Deberry, Dickey, Dixon, 


a fulfillment of a duty. 
Mr. INGE. With entire respect to the feelings 
| 


| consin, and there holding an office under this Gov- ae ae, bea Seaton Taylor, Jot 8 
ernment, and receiving an annual stated \salary. Thompson, Thurman, Toombs, Tuck, Underhili, Vinton, 
All this is proven; the proof is before you. The || Watkins, Wentworth, White, Witliam, and Winthrop—%. 

Doorkeeper knew of his brother’s absence, for he || , NAYS—Messrs. Albertson, Ashe, Averett, Bay, Bont, 
| is proven to have given his consent to his going A. G. Brown, W. J. Brown, Burt, J. Cable, George A. Cald- 
away. More than this is provén. Mr. Hornor 





well, Cartter, W. R, W. Cobb, Coleock, Disney, Duntam, 
Edmundson, Ewing, Featherston, Fitch, Fuller, Gilmore, 
Gorman,Green,Hall, Hammond, Hi 

W. Harris, T. L. Harris, Hibbard, Hubbard, A. Johnson, 
R. W. Johnson, Jones, Julian, Leffler Littiefield. Mason, 
McCiernand, McLanahan, McMulien, McQueen, McWil- 
lie, Miller, Millsou, Morris, Olds, Orr, Parker, Peasiee, 
Potter, Powell, Richardson, Robbins, Robinson, Savage, 
R. H. Stanton, Stetson, Sweetser, Thomas, Jacob Thomp 
Walden, Wallace, Wildrick 


was informed that there would be no service for 


aralson, Harlan, Sampson 
his brother to perform; the assistant, whose mes- 


senger he was, told the Doorkeeper that = 
would be nothing for his brother to de. It 





proven that nothing was done, for the reason that 


nothing was required. What was the duty of aon, William. ‘Thompeon 
Wood, and Woodwaid—68. 


} Naeigeae gentlemen, when their names were 
called, declined to vote, having paired off with gen- 
tlemen who were temporarily absent from the city, 
viz: Mr. Anperson having paired off with a gentle- 
man from New York; Mr. Sawretre with Mr. 
Martreson; Mr. Waxpo with Mr. Butter, of 
Connecticut. ]* 

So the acai rh ee on _ one i 

Mr. CHA w ‘to reconsider the vote, 
and to lay that motion on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


Hornor under the law? It was clear he was re- 
quired to dismiss all the subordinates whose ser- 
vices were not needed. His brother’s services 
were not required; and why was he not dismissed? 
A dozen or more of messengers and assistants 
were dismissed, but his brother was retained: in 
office, and was allowed to go away for six months, 
and was then paid on a false certificate that he was 
here in the discharge of his duties. This is the 
proof; let any gentleman look into it, and he will 
| find it clear beyond dispute. When this transnc- 
tion was brought to my knowledge, I thought it 
my duty to have it investigated. [I moved for a 
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LIST OF PATENTS. 


The question recurred on the metion of Mr. 
Morenean to suspend the rules; and being taken, 
was decided in the affirmative. 

So the rules were suspended, and the resolution 
of Mr. Monenf£aD (above given) was brought be- 
fore the House. The question being on its adop- 
or. JONES said, at the time this document 
was first ublished, having occasion to get a copy 
for one of his constituents, he had — to the 
then Commissioner of Patents, (Mr. Burke,) who 
had told him that he had but one copy for the 
Patent Office. if this resolution, therefore, were 
fAssed, a republication of the document would be 


necessary. 


Mr. MOREHEAD said, the resalution pro- 
yided that there should be no expenses incurred 
by republication. He understood there were 
cooies enough on hand to supply this order. He 
moved the previous question. 

The previous question was seconded and the 
main question was ordered. 

The question was taken, and decided in the af- 
firmative. , 

Su the resolution was agreed to. 

REIMBURSEMENT TO MAINE. 

Mr. FULLER asked leave to introduce a bill 
of which he had given previous notice, with the 
view of referring it to the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary. The title of the bill was read for informa- 
tion, a8 follows: : 

“A bill to authorize the payment of interest for 
advances made by the State of Maine for the use 
of the United States Government in the protection 
of the northeastern frontier.” 

No objection being made, 

The bill was received, read a first and second 
time by its title, and, 

On motion by Mr. BAYLY, referred to the 
Committee of Ways and Means. 


BUNDELCUND, &c. 

Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky, ,asked the 
unanimous consent of the House to offer the fol- 
lowing resolution: 

Resolved, That the committee appointed on the —— day 
of May, to inquire what clerks or other officers, under the 
late Administration, were correspondents of newspapers, 
or absented themselves from official duties to make speeches 
against the election of General Taylor, &c., be also in- 
siructed to inquire what clerks, oc other officers, holding 
places ander the late Administration, absented themselves 
from their official duties to engage in folding or directing 
documents, to be circulated to promote the election of 
General Taylor; what clerks, or other officers, holding 

laces under any branch of the Government, in the city of 

ashington, were engaged during the late presidential can 
vass, in folding or directing documents, to be used in said 
eanvass to defeat the election of General Cass; and what 
officers or members of the Rough and Ready Club, or other 
political society, organized in Washington city, to promote 
the election of General Taylor, have — appointed to of- 
fice by the present Administration, since the 4th day of 
Marehi, 1849. 


Mr. STANLY. I fave no objection to referring 
that resolution to a select committee, composed of 
a majority of Democrats. I have not the slightest 
objection to its being referred to a select committee 
of that kind; but 1 do object to referring it to the 
present committee, which is composed of a ma- 
jority of Whigs. 

Mr. STANTON moved that the rules be sus- 
pended for the reception of the resolution, and 
asked the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. SCHENCK suggested to the gentleman to 
modify the reso!ution so as to raise another select 
committee, composed of a majority of Democrats. 
If gentlemen wished to inquire into the conduct of 
the present Administration, they should have a 
committee consisting of a majority opposed to the 
Administration. The resolution, moreover, if re- 

to the present committee, would so over- 
burden them that it was very doubtful whether 
they would be able to report at all. 

Mr.CARTTER called his colleague to order. 

The SPEAKER said debate was not in order. 
Pom ORR called for the reading of the resolu- 


It was read accordingly. ‘ 
The question was taken, and the vote stood, yeas 
78, nays 74; as follows: 
YEAS—Mesers. Albertson 
im, Bocock 
Burt, C. Butler, J. 
Campbell, Porm 
Hammond, 


Ashe, Averett, Bay, Bayly, 
Bowlin, Boyd, Brooks, m. J. Brown, 
Cable, 1G: A Caldwell, J. P. Caldwelt 
y. R. W. Cobb, Colcock, Disney, Doty, 
i 5 Fitch, Puller, Hall, 
rian, I. G. Harris, 8. W. Harris, 
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Thomas L. Harris, Hebard, Hibbard, Hoagtand, Howard, 
Hubbard, Andrew ohn-on, Jones, Kaufman, Preston King, 
La Sére, Letiler, Littefiela, Mason, McLanatan, McMal- 
len, McQueen, Mc Willie, Meade, Miller, Millsou, Mortis, | 
Orr, Parker, Peasice, Buelps, Potter, Powell, Robbins, Rob- | 
inson, Savage, Sawtelle, R. H. Stanton, Stetson, Strong, 
Sweetser, Thomas, Jacob Thompson Witiam Thompson, | 
Wallace, Weilborn, Wentworth, Wiidrick, Wood, and 
Woodward—73.~ 
NAYS—Messrs. Alexander, Allen, Andrews, Ashmun, 
Benuett, Bokee, Bowie, Burrows, E. C. Cabell, Calvin, | 
Casey, Chandier, Clarke, Cole, Conger, Conrad, Corwin, | 
Crowell, Deberry, Dickey, Dixon, Alex. Evans, N. Evans, | 


Ewiug, Fowler, Freediey, Goodenow, Gout, Gould, Granell, || 
Hampton, Hay, Haymond, Henry, Holladay, Howe, W. T. || 


Jackson, J. L. Johuson, R. W. Johnson, Kerr, G. &. King, | 
J. A. King, Marshall, McKissock, Meacham, Newell, Ogle, | 
Otis, Oulaw, Owen, Pitman, Putnam, Reed, Reynolds, 
Risiey, Rose, Sackeit, Schenck, Schoolcraft, Seddon, 
Shepperd, Spaulding, Sprague, Sianiy, Alex. H. Stephens, 
Taylor, ‘Thurman, Townbs, Underhill, Vinton, Watkins, 
White, Willams, and Wintirop—74. 


So (two-thirds not voting in the affirmative) the || 


rules were not suspended and the resolution’ was 
not received. 
SLAVE TRADE IN DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 

Mr. CROWELL asked the unanimous consent | 
of the House to introduce a bill of which he had 
given previous notice, 

The title of the bill was read as follows: 

‘** A bill to abolish the slave trade in the District 
of Columbia.”’ 


Objection was made. 


Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia, called for the 


reading of the title. 


Mr. ASHE called for the reading of the entire | 


bill. 
The title was again read. 


The question was taken upon the suspension of | 


the rules. 


The SPEAKER said that the noes had it by | 


the sound. 
Mr. GIDDINGS demanded the yeas and nays. 
Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. Is it in order 
to call for the reading of the bili? 
The SPEAKER. If the reading of the entire 





1071 
remarks which will be published in the Appendix.) 
He advocated the immediate admission of Califor- 
nia, unencumbered by any other measure. 

‘Mr. BOCOCK next obtained the floor, and 
yielded to a motion that the committee rise, which 
| prevailing, the committee rose and reported. 

Mr. SHEPPERD called attention to the fact 
that he was incorrectly recorded upon one of the 
votes taken to-day; and on his*motion the Journal 
was corrected. 

Mr. SCHENCK moved a suspension of the 
rules for the consideration of the following resolu- 
| Hon, which he said he wished to offer, to give op- 
| portunity to the officers of the House to put down 
isthe spring matting and make the other changes 
usually made in the Hail at this time: 


Ordered, ‘That when this House adjourns on Wednesday 
| next, it will adjourn to meet on the Saturday following; 
and that when it adjourns on Saturday next, it will adjourn 
| to meet on Thesday next thereafter; and that the Speaker 
be and he is hereby authorized to nominate and appoint 
some member to officiate in his stead as Speaker pro 
tempore at the meeting and sitting of tht House on Saiur- 
day next. 


Mr. JONES said he thought they had no author- 
ity to adopt such a resolution. It was only com- 
petent for the House to adjourn for three days 
without the concurrence of the Senate. 

The SPEAKER reminded ‘the gentleman that 
| debate was not in order, the question being on the 
| suspension of the rules. 
| Mr. SCHENCK said it was well understood by 
| the House, that the object of the resolution was 
| to give to the officers of the House four days for 
jt 











he usual cleaning of the Hall, &c. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, said it was 
|| always done in three days. 

| The question was taken on the suspension of 
| the rules, and the vote stood—ayes 55, noes 32— 
nv quorum voting. 


Mr. CLINGMAN moved a call of the House. 
The House refused to adjourn—ayes 35, noes 





bill is called for it wil! be read if there is no objec- 
tion. 
put to the House. 

No objection being made, 

The bill was read. 

The question was taken, and the vote stood— 
yeas 100, nays 63; as follows 

YEAS—Mezssrs. Albertson, Alexander, Allen, Andrews, 
Ashmun, Bennett, Bingham, Bokee, Briggs, William J. 
Brown, Buel, Burrows, Chester Butler, Joseph Cable, Cal- 
vin, Campbell, Cartter, Casey, Chandler, Clarke, Cole, Con- 
er, Corwin, Crowell, Dickey, Disney, D.xon, Doty. 

unham, Durkee, Nathan Evans, Fitch, Fowler, Freediey, 
Fuiler, Giddings, Gilmore, Goodenow, Gorman, Gott, Gould, 
Grinnell, Halloway, Hampton, Harian, Thomas L. Harris, 


Hebard, Henry, Hibbard, Hoagland, Howe, Hunter, Wa. | 


‘lr’. Jackson, Juiian, George G. King, Join A. King, Preston 
King, Leffler, Littlefield, Horace Mann, McKissock, Me- 
Lananan, Meacham, Morris, Newell, Ogie, Otis, Peaslee, 
Pitnan, Pouer, Putnam, Reed, Reynolds, Risley, Robbins, 
Robinson, Rose, Sackett, Sawtelle, Schenck, Schvoleraft, 
Silvester, Spaulding, Sprague, Stetson, Strong, Sweetser, 
Taylor, Witiam Tuompson, Thurman, Tuck, Underhill, 
Vinton, Waldo, Wentworth, White, Wildrick, Winthrop, 
and Wood—100. 

NAYS—Messrs. Alston, Ashe, Averett, Bayly, Beale, Bo- 
cock, Bowie, Bowlin, A. G. Brown, Burt, E. C. Cabell, G. 
A. Caldwell, Joseph P. Caldwell, W. R. W. Cobb, Colcock, 


Featherston, Hall, Hammond, Haralson, I-ham G. Harris, 


Howard, Hubbard, luge, Andrew Johnson, Jones, Kaufman, 
Kerr, La Sére, Mason, McMullen, McQueen, Mc Willie, 
Meade, Miller, Millson, Morehead, Orr, Outlaw, Owen, 
Phelps, Powell, Sauvage, Seddon, Shepperd, Stanly, Richard 
H. Stanton, Alexander H. Stephens, Too: 

son, Wallace, Watkins, Weliborn, Williams, and Wood- 
ward—63. 

(Mr. Parker, who was absent from his seat 
when his name was called, asked leave to record 
his vote. 

Objection was made. 


ative. } ; 

So (two-thirds not voting in the affirmative) the 
rules were not suspended, and the bill was not 
received. 

CALIFORNIA. 


On motion by Mr. BOCOCK, the House re- 
solved itself into Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, (Mr. Born in the chair,) and 
resumed the consideration of the California ques- 
tion. 

Mr. THOMAS (who was entitled to the floor 
from a former day) then addressed the commitee. 
[Mr. T.’s speech will be published in the Ap- 
pendix 


If objection is made the question will be | 


Confad, Deberry, Edmundson, Alexander Evans, Ewing, | 


Sampson W. wet Haymond, Hilliard, Holladay, Houston, | 


mas, Jacob Thomp- | 


He stated that he should have voted in the neg? | 


Mr. SENNETT addressed the committee, (in 


50. 
The question recurring on the motion for a call, 
Mr. JONES asked for the yeas and nays; which 
were refused. And the question being taken; was 
| d@cided in the negative—ayes 30, noes 35. 
1 No quorum voting. 
| On motion by Mr. SPEPHENS, of Georgia, 
| the House adjourned. 


| Mr. JONES moved that the House adjourn. 
] 
| 


i} 
i] 
| 

} 
| 





PETITIONS, &e. 
The following petitions, memorials, &., were 
presented under the rule, and referred to the ap- 
| propriate committees: 
|| By Mr. PRESTON KING: The petition of citizens and 


| electors of DeKalb, St. Lawrence county, New York, that 
|| slavery and the siave trade may be expressly prohibited by 
|} act of Congress in all the territories of the United States. 

Also, the same, that all laws adopted or sanctioned by 
Congress, by which slavery or the slave trade is authorized 
in the District of Columbia, may be repealed; end in the 
event of their non-repeal, that the seat of the National Gov- 
ernment may be removed to some more suitable location. 

Also, the same, to secure to alleged fugitives from slavery 
the right of trial by jury. 

Also, the same, that no State shall hereafter be admitted 
into the Union, unless the constitution of such State shall 


' 

| 

| 

| 

| expressly prohibit the existence of slavery within the limits 
| 


| 


of the State. 

By Mr. STRONG: The petition of Maybury A. Bertolet 
and 38 other citizens of Berks county, Pennsylvania, pray- 
ing for a modification of the duties on iron. 

Alan, the petition of Jonathan Seidel and 8&8 other citizens 
of Berks county, Pennsylvania, without distinction of party, 
praying for a modification of the tariff upon iron. 

Also, a similar petition of H. P. Robeson aud 39 others, 
citizens of Berks county, Pennsylvania, praying for a mod- 
ification of the duties on iron. 

Also, the petition of Thoms M. O’Brien and £3 other cit- 
izens of Berks county, Pennsylvania, praying Congress not 
to extend the Woodworth patent. 

By Mr. PITMAN : The petition of C. W. Peale and 103 
other citizens of Schuylkill county, Pennsylvania, asking 
for aun immediate modification of the existing tariff laws. 

Also, the petition of Robert Ratcliff and 46 other citizens 
of Schuylkill county, ’ennsylvania, asking an immediate 
modification of the existing tariff laws. 
| 








Also, the petition of George W. Snyder and 30 other citi- 
zens of Schuylkill county, Pennsylvania, asking for an im- 
mediate modification of the exinting tariff laws. 

Also, the petition of Johanan Cockill and 70 other e\sizens 
of Schuylkill county, Pennsyivania, asking for an in mediate 
modification of the existing tariff lawe. ; 

Also, the petition of Daniel Woch and 124 other citizens 
of Schuylkill county, Peunsytvania, asking !or an immediate 
modification of the existing ta iff laws. 

Also, the petition of Aitred M. Montelius and 72 other 
citizens of Schuylkill county, Pennsylvania, asking for aa 
immediate modi ication of the existing tariff taws.’ 
i} By Mr. DOTY : ‘The petition of James Giddings, B. Hink- 

ley, and other citizens of the town of Chester, Wisconsin, 
praying for the enactment of laws probibiting the exteusion 
of slavery. 

By Mr THOMPSON, of lowa: The petition of sundry 
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citizens of the State of Lowa, praying for the abolition of 
slavery and the slave trade in the Visirict of Columbia, and 
territurtes of the United States; and for a law authorizing 
fugitive sinves the right of trial by jury. 

By Mr. HIGBARD: The petition of Thomas D. Morrison, 
of Hil, New Uampstire,a soldier of the last war with Great 
Brita, praying for remuneration for losses sustained by 
him in said war, 

By Mr. SHEPPERD: The petition of Margaret Field, 
prayiys fora penson, Also, the petition of sundry citizens 
of Gu lford eoumy, North Carolina, asking that delegates 
from the United States to the Peace Congress or Convention 
about to be held at Frankfert-on-the-Maime, be permitted a 
pa-sage on board one of our publie ships. 

By Mr. CALDWELL, of Kentucky: The memorial of 
Geo-ge P. Smuth, prayang Congress to relivve him from lia- 
bility as Axsi-tant Quartermaster in the Mexican war, on 
account of the capture of said Smith by the enemy, with 
his vouchers, money, propert , &c. 

By Mr. UNDERHILL: The memorial. of William Det- 
mold, President of ine German Medical Society of New 
York, and others, praying that the grades of the medical of- 
ficers of the Navy shall have the same degree of rauk rel- 
atively of the officers of the Navy. * 

By Mr. HARLAN: Tie petition of David Heaston and 
others, of he county of Randolph, State of Indiana, praying 
Congresa to grans bouaty land to soldiers in the war ot 
1812, 

Also, a joint resolution of the Legislature of Indi na, on 
the subject of the suppres ion of the African slave trade. 

By Mr. STETSON: The petition o1 D. Me Ruor and oth- 
ers, Citizeus of Bangor, Maine, praying that the grades of 
mvdical officers of the Navy shall have the same degree of 
rank relatively to officers of the line in the Navy. 

Also, the petition of the heirs of John Crosby, for the pay- 
ment of claims for French spoliations previous to loud. 

By Mr. PEASLEE: The memorial of E. K, Webster and 
Other physicians, members cf the Centre Uistrict Medical 
Soviety, of New Hampshire, praying that a rank may be 
assigned by law to the medical officers of the Navy, corre- 
eponding to that held by officers of simsar grade in the med- 
ical department of the Armys 

By Mr. FREEDLEY: ‘The petition of Charlies Lloyd, jr., 
and 26 other citizens of Delaware county, Pennsylvania, 
a-king for the e-tablishment of an agricultural bureau in one 
of the executive departments. 





IN SENATE. 
Mownpay, May 27, 1850. 
The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Sen- 


ate a preamble and resolutions of the American 
Medical Association in Cincinnati, Ohio, in favor 
of the assignment by law to medical officers of the 
navy of a definite position or assimilated rank not 
inferior to that possessed by the medical staff ef 
the army; which was referred to the Committee 
on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. DICKINSON presented four memorials of 
medical associations, societi¢s, and of medical 
gentlemen in New York, asking that the same 
relutive rank may be conferred on the medical 
officers of the navy that is held by officers of sim- 
ilar grade in the medical department of the army; 
which were referred to the Committee on Naval 
Aff sirs. 

Mr. DOWNS presented the petition of Charles 
H. Morrison, asking the confirmation of his title 
to a teact of land lying in the Bastrop grant, in 
Louiswna; which was referred to the Commuttee 
on Prwate Land Claims. 

Also, a memorial,of Thomas H. McManus, 
asking that he may be allowed the right of pre- 
emption to certain fands in the Greensburg land 
district, in Louisiana; which wag relerred to the 
Committee on Private Land Claims. 

Mc, WALES presented two memorials of phy- 
sicians of Neweastle, Delaware, asking that the 
game relative rank may be assigned to the medical 
officers of the navy that is held by officers of sim- 
ilar grade in the medical department of the army; 
which were referred to the Commitiee on Naval 
Affairs. 

Mrs. COOPER presented three memorials of 
eiuzens of Berks county, Pennsylvania, asking a 
modification of the tariff and the imposition of 
specific duties on foreign imports; which were re- 
ferred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. SOULE presented a memorial of the heirs 
of Benjamin Page, deceased, asking indemnity for 
French spoliations prior to 1800; which was or- 
dered to lie on the table, 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES, 


Mr. TURNEY, from the Committee on Patents, 
te which was recommitied the bill to amend an 
at to promote the progress of the useful arts, re- 
ported back the same with an amendment, striking 
out all after the enacting clause and inserting a 
new bill ag a substitute; which was ordered to be 
printed, 

Mr. WHITCOMB, from the Committee of 
Claims, to which was referred the petition of John 
Devlin, asking compensation for his services aga 


% 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


clerk in the Fifth Auditor’s officé, submitted a re- 
port, which was ordered to be printed, accom- 
panied by a bill for his relief; which was read and 

ssed to a second reading. ° 

Mr. DOWNS, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, to which was referred the petition 
of Joseph H. D. Bowmar, asking that a patent 
may issue for a certain tract of land entered at 
the land office at Ouachita, Louisiana, submitted a 
report, which was ordered to be printed, accom- | 
panied by a bill for his relief, which was read and 
passed to a second reading. 

Mr. BORLAND, from the Committee on Print- 
ing, to which was referced the motion to print the 
report of the Secretary of the Interior, with addi- 
tional correspondence relative to the operations of 
the commissioner for running the boundary be- | 
tween the United States and Mexico, reported in 
favor of printing the same; which was concurred 
in. 

Mr. BUTLER, from the Committee on. the | 
Judiciary, to which was referred the petition of | 
Simon Greenleaf, asking a renewal of his copy- | 
right, reported a bill for his relief. 

The bill was read a first and second time, and, | 
on the motion of Mr. ButLer, was considered in 
Committee of the Whole; and, no amendment | 
having been offered, it was reported back to the | 
Senate, ordered to ve engrossed for a third read- | 
ing, and was read a third time by unanimous con- | 
sent, and passed. | 

Mr. BUTLER, from the same committee, to | 
which was referred bill No. 244, being the bill to | 
regulate the terms of the district and circuit courts | 
of the United States, in the State of Ohio, reported | 
back the same without amendment. 

Mr. BRADBURY, fiom the Committee on the 
Judiciary, to which was referred the memorial of 
John P. Skinner and others, asking to be released 
from a judgment obtained against them as sureties | 
of Thowas Emerson, late pension agent for Ver- | 
mont, submitted an adverse report on the same. 

BILLS ON LEAVE. 

Mr. BORLAND, in pursuance of notice, asked | 
and obtained leave to introduce a bill to grant the | 
right of preémption to actual settlers on, and to | 
dispose of certain land surrounding the springs in | 
Arkansas, which has been heretofore reserved trom | 
sale, which was read a first and second time by | 

| 









its title, and referred to the Committee on Public 
Lands. 

Mr. SOULE, in pursuance of notice, asked and | 
obtained leave to introduce a bill to revive an act | 
entitled ** An act providing for the adjustment of | 
all suspended preémption claims in the several | 
States and territories,” approved 3d August, 1846; | 
which was read a first and second time by its ude, | 
and referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. CHASE, in pursuance of notice, asked and | 
obtained leave to introduce a bill to regulate the | 
terms of holding the circuit and district courts of | 
the United States in the district of Ohio; which 
was read a first and second time by its. tide, and 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

CHAGRES LINE OF STEAMERS. + 

Mr. DOWNS moved to take up the resolution 
submitted by him on the 17th of April, touching 
the propriety of annulling the contract for the New 
Orleans and Chagres line of mail steamers. The 
motion having been agreed to, the resolution was | 
read, as follows: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy be diracted to 


report to the Senate whether the coutractor tor the New. Or- | 
leans and: Ciagres line of mail steamers, who * bound him- | 





May 27, 


. . . ' 
and instead of the resolution just read he begged 
leave to substitute the following: . 
Resolved, That the Committee on the Post 
Post Roads inquire and report to the Senate the facts in 
lation to the respective contracts for building mail stp - 
ships, and for the transportation of the United States o 
hetween New York and Liverpool, between New You! 
Havana, and New Orleans, and Havana and Chagres ange 
tween Panama and San Francisco and some point in: aaa 
whether such ships have been completed in the manners’ 
at the times stipulated in the,contracts respectively ite 
not, what reasons are assigned therefor; whether stich d « 
lay, ifany, as been detrimental, under all the circumstane * 
to the interests of the Government and the requirements of 
the service; whether any of the said ships have been e 
creased in their tonnage, dimensions, machinery, and a 
sequently in their value and effectiveness for java) ms 
mail purposes, and the probable cost of those required 
the terms of the contracts and those actually Constructed : 
and whether the mail service is now. performed by said 
lines respectively according to their contracts, and what 
compensation has been paid therefor; and- whether an 
further provisions of law be necessary to secure the ene 
effectual performance of said service and the otyer Objects 
contemplated by said contracts. 


The resolution was then agreed to, 
MINT IN NEW YORK. 


On motion by Mr. DICKINSON, the Senate 
proceeded, as m Committee of the Whole, to the 
consideration of the bill to establish_a branch of 
the mint of the United States in the city of New 
York. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, offered the follow. 


ing amendment: 


Sec. 7. Beit further enacted, That there shall be estab. 
lished two assaying Offices, one at Stockton, on the San 
Joaquin river, and the other at Sacramento, on the Saera. 
mento river, in California; for each of which said offires 
there shall be appointed, on the nomination of the Pres. 
ident, and with the advice and consent of the Senate, one 
treasurer and one assayer, and one melter and refiner, and 
each of said treasurers shall be authorized to employ and 
engage one clerk, and as many subordinate workmen and 
servants for the service of his office as may be provided by 
law. 

Sec. 8. And be it further enacted, That each of said assay- 
ing offices shall be a place of deposit for such pubtic mouey 
as the Secretary of the Treasury may direct, and the treas- 
urer thereof shall have the custody of the same, and shail 
perform the duties of an assistant treasurer of the United 
States, an! shall be subject to all the provi-ions of the act 
app oved 6th of August, 1846, entitled “ An set to provide 
for t-e better organization of the Treasury, and for the col- 
lection, safe-keeping, ransfer, and disbursement of the 
public revenue,’ which are applicable to the treasurer of the 
branch mint at New Orleans, and shal! receive for his ser- 
vices an annual compensation of $5,000. 

Sec. 9. And be it further enacted, That the assayers and 
melters, and fefiners authorized by this act shall perform 
such duties, in assaying and fixing the value of gold or 
bullion in grains or in lumps, and in forming the same into 
bars, either for individuals, companies, or the Government, 
azshall be prescribed by the Secretary of the Treasury, and 
shall each receive for his services an annual compensation 
of 34,000. 

Sec. 10. And he it further enacted, That all deposits of 
gold or bullion in either of said offices for assay shall be with 
the treasurer thereof, who shall estimate the whole value of 
each deposite, and deliver to the depositor, under his hand, 
a certificate of suc value, which certificate shalt entitle 
use holder to the gold or bullion so deposited for assay, sub- 
jeet to such charges and deductious, if any, as may. be pre- 
scribed by the Secretary of the Treasury, 

Sec. 11. And be it further enactet, That there shall be al- 
lowed to each of the clerks authorized by this act an annual 
compensation of $3,000, and to each of the subordinate 
workmen and servants, not exceeding twenty, such Wages 
and allowances as are customary and reasonable, accotting 
to their respective statious and daties, and as shall be au- 
thorized by the Secretary of the United States Treasury. 

Sec. 12. And be it further enucted, That the officers and 
clerks herein provided for shall, previously to entering on 
the diseharge of their duties, each of them wake an oat, or 
make affirmation, before some justice of the peace, to sup- 
port the Constitution of the United States, which oath or 
affirmation shall be deposited in the Treasury Department. 

Sec. 13. 4nd be further enacted, That the sui of $50 000 
be, aud the same is hereby appropriated out of any money 
in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, for the purpose 
of establishing the assaying offices aforesa.d. 


Offiee ang 





© self to establish a line of steamers, to consist of at least five 
¢ vessels, for the transportatio . of the United States mail from 


‘New York to New Orleans, twice a mouth and baek, 

‘touching at Charleston, (if practicable,) Savannah, and | 
¢ Havana, aud from Havana to Chagres and back twice a | 
‘mouth; that two of the steamships should be completed | 
‘and ready for service on the lst day of Octuber, 1843, and | 
‘should be of the burdew of not less than fifieen lundred | 
¢ tons,” has complied with his contract ; aud, if not, whether | 
his failure to do so, ans the litigation in which he has been | 


engaged with his assignees, will be calculated to entbarrass 


and postpone the final completion of the vessels contracted | 


for, if notte endanger the ultimate fulfilment of the econ- 
tract with the Government, and are wot of such a nature as 
t» authorize and require thatsaid contract should be declared 
by the Government null and void; and whether the action 
of Congress be necessary to catry such purpose into effect ; 


Mr. UNDERWOOD, Iam anxious to estab- 
Itsh a mint at San Francisco; and it seems to me, 
that if we establish a mint there, and put in oper- 
ation the necessary machinery to coin the gold 
which may centre at that point, we shall not need 
these two assay offices. 1 am anxious to have the 
question taken in some shape upon the original 
amendment offered by the Senator from Missour', 
= Benton, } disconnected with all other matters. 

was informed the other day that it could not be 
done at this stage of the bill. 1 rise to ascertain 
what will be the condition of the bill if we adopt 
the amendment of the Senator from Mississipp!, 





a 


| 


and to report such other information touching said contract || and establish these two assay offices, according '0 


asimay be usetul te Congress, 


Mr. DOWNS aaid that since the introduction of | 
the resolution, he had thoaght his object might be | 


| his proposition, without that of the Senatormfrom 
Missouri to establish a mint at San Francisco. If 
we now adopt the amendment of the Senator from 


uite as well attained by referring the subject to || Mississippi, how shi ae be able to get at tle 


Committee on the Post Office and Post 8, | sense of the Senate 


of the estab- 
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